
 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Stuart Murphy  
Club President and Precinct Secretary 
Red Tag Fly Fishing Club 
 
Via email: Precinct@redtagflyfishers.com.au 
 
 
Dear Stuart, 

Re: Support for development of Australian Fly Fishing Centre  

On behalf of the Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA), I write to advise you of our strong 
support for the development of the Australian Fly Fishing Centre, Red Tag Pavillion 
and enhanced casting facilities at Fairlea Road Fairfield Victoria, led by the Red Tag 
Fly Fishing Club. 

Recreational Fishing in Victoria contributes around $2.27 billion of direct value to the 
Victorian economy every year, supports around 20,000 jobs and plays an important 
role in improving the mental health and well-being of Victorians. The VFA recognises 
that fly fishing plays a key role in these significant benefits and value for Victoria. 

The VFA understands the Australian Fly Fishing Centre and Red Tag Pavillion is being 
developed as a shared resource for the benefit of all fly fishers and the wider Victorian 
community.  

The vision for the Centre is to create a welcoming, purpose-built home for recreational 
and competition fly fishers alike, bringing together clubs, associations and individuals 
(local, statewide, nationwide and international) where knowledge is shared, friendships 
are built and fly fishing is celebrated. This vision is consistent with the Victorian State 
Government’s Go Fishing and Boating Victoria plan, which aims to get more people 
fishing more often in more places.       

The Red Tag Pavilion will continue over a century of community fly fishing tradition in 
Victoria, providing a dedicated home for angling clubs that teach fly tying, fly fishing 
skills, and environmental awareness. These angling clubs foster connection, 
mentorship, and wellbeing, welcoming people of all ages and backgrounds. Programs 
like ‘Catch a Rainbow’ help remove barriers to participation for women, children, older 
adults and LGBTIQA+ communities, ensuring fly fishing remains an inclusive and 
enduring part of Victoria’s recreational culture. 

The development of the Australian Fly Fishing Centre will also complement the hosting of 
the Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships in Victoria in 2027, which will inject 
international tourism and visitation spend into Victoria and showcase Victoria’s 
recreational fly fishing resources. Future competitions present a strong opportunity to 
grow fishing licence sales by tapping into renewed interest in the sport. 

The Victorian Recreational Fishing Large Grants Program has previously supported the 
development of the masterplan for the Australian Fly Fishing Centre precinct to the 
value of $74,000. The VFA would be pleased to see this masterplan supported and the 
Australian Fly Fishing Centre vision realised and developed to benefit Victorians. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on and support for the Australian Fly 
Fishing Centre. If you would like more information, please feel free to contact Taylor 
Hunt, Manager of recreational Fisheries 0418 478 028 and taylor.hunt@vfa.vic.gov.au. 

 
 
Kind Regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Travis Dowling 
Chief Executive Officer 
Victorian Fisheries Authority 
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