Proposal: Establishing the Australian Fly Fishing Centre
of Excellence

Backed by Fly Fish Australia, the Australian Casting Federation, and supported by the
Australian Institute of Sport

A New Chapter for Australian Sport

Australia has long been a nation of innovators in sport — uniting community, nature, and
excellence. The establishment of the Australian Fly Fishing Centre marks a historic step in
that tradition.

This initiative will create the first national home for fly fishing and casting, linking
Australia directly to the global network of recognised international sports under IOC
frameworks.

The project is endorsed by the Victorian Government, supported by local council, and
integrated with the Victorian Fisheries Authority’s (VFA) plan for a world-class event and
training venue at Fairfield, Victoria — home to Australia’s largest competitive casting
pool.

The VFA-funded master plan, due for completion in December 2025, positions Fairfield as
the cornerstone site for national and international casting and fly fishing events.

World-First Simulated Fly Fishing Stream

At the heart of this proposal is a world-first, purpose-built simulated fly fishing stream —
an innovation designed to train both competitive and recreational anglers in real-flow
conditions without dependence on natural waterways.

This facility will:

e Recreate dynamic stream environments with adjustable flow rates and channel
configurations, allowing instruction across all skill levels.

e Enable on-stream teaching of advanced competition techniques such as reach
casting, aerial mending, and drift control — essential for international competition
performance.

e The enhanced pool will support hosting of the ICSF international competition fly
casting event program

e Serve as a national education and environmental hub, teaching sustainable water
use, aquatic ecology, and responsible angling practice.

e Provide a controlled, year-round training environment for Australian teams and a
safe, accessible experience for youth and community programs.

This innovation will be the first of its kind globally, positioning Australia as a world leader
in fly fishing education, coaching, and sport technology.



National Collaboration and Endorsement

This project unites the two peak sport bodies — Fly Fish Australia (FFA) and the
Australian Casting Federation (ACF) — under a shared vision of national excellence.
Letters of support have been secured from both organisations, along with eleven additional
fly fishing clubs and entities representing over 200 years of accumulated knowledge and
community engagement within Victoria alone.

The initiative is also aligned with the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) high-performance
pathways, establishing a framework for national athlete development and international
competition support via the formal recognition of Fly Fishing as a competitive sport

Strategic and Sporting Impact
The Centre will:

o Establish Australia as a globally recognised competitive fly fishing nation,
enabling participation in international sport frameworks under the Fédération
Internationale de Péche Sportive Mouche (FIPS-Mouche) and International
Casting Sport Federation (ICSF).

e Support Australia’s three current world competition teams in fly fishing and
casting by providing permanent, high-performance training facilities.

e Develop a national coaching curriculum and structured performance pathway,
creating opportunities for athletes, coaches, and officials under NSO and AIS
alignment.

e Preserve and centralise Australia’s fly fishing knowledge, integrating traditional
club expertise into a modern, scientifically grounded training environment.

o Enable Fly fishing to move from recreation to a National Sports Organisation
status, in alignment with its global sports status.

Economic and Event Opportunities
Located in Melbourne — a global sporting capital — the Centre will:

o Host international championships, training camps, and youth development
programs, bringing global visitors and media exposure.

e Generate tourism and regional economic activity, benefiting local businesses and
accommodation providers.

e Create sustainable employment opportunities in sport, tourism, education, and
environmental management.

e Enhance Australia’s reputation for sport innovation and nature-based recreation
through partnerships with government, industry, and community.



e Support Australia’s multiple international competition teams, with a permanent
training location supporting the development of Australia’s international
competitiveness.

Pathway to Recognition and Governance

The establishment of the Centre provides the foundation for the formation of the Federation
of Australian Fly Fishers, a unifying national governing body for the sport.

Recognition under the National Sports Organisation (NSO) framework will formalise fly
fishing’s place within the Australian and international sporting systems — ensuring access to
federal pathways, funding, and development opportunities.

Conclusion

The Australian Fly Fishing Centre of Excellence represents a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to combine environmental stewardship, sport innovation, and national pride.
With government support, this initiative will:

- Deliver a world-first training and competition facility

- Anchor the sport within Australia’s AIS-aligned high-performance framework

- Enable Australia to host international fly fishing and casting championships

- Strengthen community connection, environmental awareness, and regional economic
growth

This project unites tradition and innovation — ensuring that Australia not only participates in,
but leads, the global future of fly fishing sport.



