
MPAVILION 2018 / Estudio Carme Pinós
The MPavilion by Carme Pinós showcases the effective use of light-
weight and sustainable materials, including metal profiles and timber. 
Its bold geometric form is similar to origami-like patterns, offering a 
visual reference that could inform the development of our project. A 
key feature is the polycarbonate roof combined with timber detailing, 
which interact with natural elements—framing views, allowing filtered 
light, and providing shelter from rain. These aspects make it a strong 
precedent for integrating environmental interaction into the design.

NORTH MELBOURNE STATION
The North Melbourne Station, designed by COX Architecture, em-
bodies the concept of flow and security through its dynamic, open 
forms. The project features strong vertical connections between 
concourse and platform, while floating roof canopies offer shelter and 
define spatial rhythm. This design reinforces the architectural themes 
of movement and journey, concepts closely tied to circulation and 
spatial flow—principles we aim to incorporate into our own design 
response.

SITE DESCRIPTION ANALYSIS

There is not much slope on the site allowing for universal access 
and visual continuity across the site. The casting pool is framed by 
compacted gravel and surrounded by open grass which sits right on 
the centre of the title boundary. Tall trees give shade and limit views 
towards the west where there is a hospital. All other sides are more 
open, allowing views toward the park landscape.

Approaching the site from Yarra Bend Road, vehicles access a 
small parking area located just 50 metres from the pool, which 
includes two accessible parking bays. There is easy movement 
through the site as the terrain is almost flat. A design intervention 
could introduce defined paths that guide users and enhance wayfin-
ding, reflecting the linear rhythm of fly casting itself.

Although public transport is limited nearby, the site remains 
well-connected to Melbourne’s inner suburbs by road. The lack of 
pedestrian infrastructure from transit points suggests a need to im-
prove active transport access. A dedicated loop for pick-up, drop-off, 
and accessible entry should be integrated into the new design.

The proposed design will consider the following:�
•	 The cultural heritage of the site as a place for recreation, 
community, and craftsmanship since the mid-20th century.
•	 The opportunity to create a sequence of accessible, legible 
paths that reflect the club’s ethos and relationship with nature.
•	 Retaining clear sightlines over the pool while offering discreet 
seating and gathering zones.
•	 Enhancing ecological integration through the use of native 
landscaping and permeable surfaces.
•	 Providing flexible indoor and outdoor spaces that support 
both club operations and public engagement with fly fishing.

Design Brief

Site Analysis 

PROJECT BRIEF SUMMARY:�This summary presents an overview 
and interpretation of the project brief for the proposed clubroom 
development for the Victorian Fly Fishing Association (VFFA) and the 
Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club, established in 1932. With the club’s cente-
nary approaching, the aim is to establish a dedicated facility adjacent 
to its existing casting pools, which are managed and leased through 
Parks Victoria. Key requirements and Functions are mentioned in 
table T.1.

This summary highlights the comprehensive spatial and functional 
needs of the project and will guide the development of a design that 
honors the club’s legacy while supporting its future growth.

Precedent Studies

Design Response
DESIGN RESPONSE 
 
Our concept will be based around the word: “Flow”. This term 
follows the essence of casting, movement, water, light, and 
spatial journey. In this sense we are unifying the architectural 
language of both precedents with the identity and purpose of 
the Red Tag Fly Fishing Club

The design proposal for the Red Tag Fly Fishing Club draws 
inspiration from two key architectural precedents: the 2018 
MPavilion by Carme Pinós and the North Melbourne Station 
upgrade. These projects offer distinct yet complementary 
design strategies that align with the functional, cultural, and 
environmental aspirations of the site.

Carme Pinós’ 2018 MPavilion informs the approach to light-
weight construction, sustainable materials, and sculptural 
spatial expression. The pavilion’s use of polycarbonate roofing 
and timber framing creates transmits this idea of lightweight 
and opennes. Since this structure draws inspiration from ori-
gami, the geometry interacts with the surroundings, light and 
shadow. These elements are particularly relevant for the Red 
Tag site, where views across the pool and connection to na-
ture are critical. The sense of openness and layered transpar-
ency in Pinós’ design reinforces a dialogue between the built 
form and the outdoor setting, which can be directly applied 
to the club’s need for flexible indoor-outdoor programming. 
Her distinctive roof design assimilates to the origami practice 
which is what we are looking to do in our building something 
that is creative and manual same as when fly fishers tie their 
fly fish lures.

In the same way, from the North Melbourne Station we can 
define its concept in clarity of circulation and movement. The 
project scope of connecting passengers from concourse and 
platform allows the designers to play with vertical and hori-
zontal pavilion ideas that gave the final conceptual shape of 
this project which is based on movement and circulation. This 
spatial clarity can be adapted to the Red Tag site, where the 
visitor experience can be enhanced through a well-structured 
sequence of movement around and through the casting pool. 
By adapting the station’s design logic, the proposal can ex-
press the club’s central theme of journey—one that parallels 
the rhythm of casting, learning, and community engagement.

In conclusion, by drawing from both precedents—the Carme 
Pinós MPavilion and the North Melbourne Station upgrade—
our design will be guided by principles of lightweight and 
transparent construction, encouraging a sequential, experien-
tial connection between the building and the casting pool. This 
reinforces the club’s identity rooted in casting, craftsmanship, 
and community.
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  Material Selection

Referencing Carme Pinós’ MPavilion, 
translucent polycarbonate introduces 
diffused daylight into gathering areas and 
celebrates natural light without thermal 
overload. Its lightweight nature allows it to 
follow the dynamic roof forms.

Plywood flooring has been selected for its 
warmth, durability, and strong connection 
to craftsmanship—qualities that resonate 
deeply with the identity of the Red Tag Fly 
Fishing Club. As a material, plywood re-
flects the handmade nature of fly fishing, 
particularly the tradition of crafting timber fly 
rods and tying lures. 

A durable, locally sourced timber reinforc-
es the connection to nature and crafts-
manship, reflecting the club’s legacy of 
handmade fly rods and tools. It comple-
ments the parkland setting and softens 
the building’s bold geometry.
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