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Red Tag Fly Fishers Club - 

AUSTRALIAN FLY FISHING CENTRE (AFFC) 

Management	and	Advisory	Committee	Biographies	

The	Australian	Fly	Fishing	Centre	(AFFC)	project	led	by	the	Red	Tag	Fly	Fishing	Club	
(RTFFC),	brings	together	a	team	of	highly	skilled	and	community-minded	leaders.	These	
individuals	form	the	Management	and	Advisory	Committees,	guiding	the	project's	vision	to	
establish	a	world	class	Fly	Fishing	Centre	and	Red	Tag	Pavillion	at	Fairlea	Road	Fairfield	
Victoria,	for	use	by		all	fly	fishers.			

The	centre	will	support	the	promotion	of		fly	fishing	education,	environmental	stewardship,	
and	inclusive	participation	across	Australia,	and	the	Red	Tag	Pavillion	will	provide	a	
permanent	home	for	multiple	Fly	Fishing	Clubs	and	Associations	establishing	world	class	
competition	and	training	facilities.		The	current	project	consists	of	the	Red	Tag	Club	
Committee	(RTCC),	Red	Tag	Club	Precinct	Working	Group	(PWG)	and	Design	Advisory	
Panel	(DAP)	and	supporting	clubs	and	associations.	

	

Project / Business Management 
Stuart	Murphy	–	(RTCC	President,	PWG	Secretary,	DAP	Member)	-		Precinct	Project	Lead	
15	year	club	membership	and	20	years	fly	fishing.		Background	in	Management	consulting,	
business	case	development,	Supply	Chain	Management	and	high	tech	manufacturing	
including	software	implementation	and	project	management	for	local,	state,	federal	
government	and	industry.	

Lhiam	Croft	–	(RTCC	Member,	PWG	Member,	DAP	Member)	-		Legal	and	Fundraising	lead	
-	Recently	joined	Red	Tag	as	an	experienced	fly	fisher	and	valued	team	member,	bringing	a	
strong	background	in	commercial	law	and	corporate	finance.			

Chris	Gray	–	(PWG	Member,	DAP	Member)	-	Stakeholder	Representative	for	VFFA	and	
Mending	casts.			Past	President	of	Victorian	Fly	Fishers'	Association,	founder	of	The	
Haystack	Group		specialising	in	innovation,	commercialisation,	grants,	business	operations	
mentoring	and	growth	strategies	

Bill	Harley –	(RTCC	Committee	Member)	–	1	year	club	membership	and	10	years	fly	fishing.	
Professor	of	Management	and	extensive	experience	in	leadership,	strategy	
development/implementation	and	successfully	applying	for	grants.	
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Owen	MacDonald	-	(RTFF	Committee,	Native	Fish	Australia	Committee	member).	Owen	
has	an	extensive	Industrial	Electronics	and	Process	instrumentation	career	in	Fluid	
Dynamic	systems	and	processes.	He	is	Certified	workplace	trainer	and	high	risk	work	
assessor	for	industry.		He	is	a	keen	fly	fisher,	a	National	Four	Field	Trial	Champion	and		
Native	Fish	Australia's	committee	and	Hatchery	volunteer	-	working	towards	increasing	
native	fish	stocks	and	biodiversity	with	Victorian	Fisheries.	

Paul Burgess – (RTFF	Committee,	Australian	Trout	Foundation	Member	)	
Communications	Advisor	-	7	year	club	membership,	fishing	all	my	life.			Background	-	25+	
years	in	IT	covering	Systems	Administration,	Network	Administration,	Database	
Administration,	Database	High	Availability	Architectures,	Data	Security	Platforms,	Data	
Governance	and	Data	Compliance		Working	with	and	for,	Fortune	100	companies	positioned	
in	Australia	and	across	the	globe,	Victorian	and	Federal	Government	departments	and	
Silicon	Valley	based	IT	startups.	 

	

Sports/Management 
Frank	Groenveld	-(RTFC–	assistant	treasurer)	-	9	year	Red	Tag	club	membership.	15	
years	sporting	experience	(local,	national	&	international)	incl.	Australian	Team	at	World	
Championships	in	Barcelona	1985	(fencing);	8	years	club	coaching	(fencing).	13	years	
background	in	business	management,	payroll,	HR	management	&	office	management	in	
manufacturing	sector	(>50	employees)	–	retired	2023;	past	business	ownership	and	
management	in	retail;	past	business	ownership	and	management	in	photography	(medical	
&	commercial)	and	graphic	design	(clients	incl.	CSIRO,	Boeing,	RTA).	

Bob	Symons		–	(RTCC	Financial	Controller,	PWG	Member,	DAP	Secretary)	–	Treasurer	of	
Red	Tag	and	9	year	club	membership	and	30	years	of	fly	fishing.	Precinct	financial	controller	
and	grant	attestation	management.	Background	in	commercial	sales,	B2B	marketing	and	
business	management	in	Australia/NZ	and	Asia	for	a	global	chemical	company.	Twenty	
years	involvement	in	rowing	Incorporated	Associations	including	roles	as	treasurer	and	
president	and	13	years	volunteering	at	Uniting’s	Hartleys	cafeteria.	

	

Communications / Change / Stakeholder management 
Michael	Moore	–	(RT	Member	)	-	Communications	Advisor: Red Tag member since 2024, 
Michael is a strategic communications and public affairs professional with more than two 
decades of experience leading complex communication, engagement, and advocacy initiatives 
across government, corporate, and infrastructure sectors. Michael’s career has spanned senior 
leadership roles and advisory positions where he has shaped narratives, influenced policy, and 
delivered clear, credible communication in high-stakes environments. A former journalist, 
Michael holds a Graduate Diploma in Public Relations from RMIT University. 
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Barney	Stephens	–	(RTCC	member,	DAP	Chair)	Former	Red	Tag	Club	President,	15	year	
club	membership	and	20	years	fly	fishing.		Various	teaching	qualifications	including	a	
Bachelor	of	Fine	Arts.	Retired	from	a	40	year	background	in	primary	and	secondary	
education	and	teaching,	including	regional	arts	consultancy.	Principal	at	several	
metropolitan	schools	across	Melbourne.	Ability	to	negotiate	with	a	range	of	stakeholders	in	a	
calm	and	respectful	manner	to	achieve	mutually	agreed	solutions.	A	long	commitment	to	
supporting	community	participation	in	sporting,	cultural	and	community	education.	
Life	long	recreational	fisher	in	salt	and	freshwater	environments. 

Jackie	Rosario		–	(RTCC	Secretary,		DAP	Secretary)	–	Diversity	and	Inclusivity	lead	-	
Secretary	of	Red	Tag	and	joined	the	club	2	years	ago	and	has	a	background	and	Career	in	
human	resources	including	change	management,	employee	relations	and	corporate	
restructuring	in	the	higher	education	sector. 

Bill	Jackson	–	(RTCC	member,	DAP	Secretary)	Former	Red	Tag	Club	Secretary	8	years	and	
20	year	club	membership.	Background	in	management	roles	within	corporate	property	
operations,	HR-focused	change	management	initiatives	and	self-owned	business	ventures.		

	

Architectural Services 
Laurence	Robinson	–	(MPC	Consultant)	-	Architect.		Laurence	is	a	director	at	Brand	
Architecture		whose	experience	spans	more	than	35	years	with	over	30	projects	to	his	name	
including	the	Narrandjeri	Stadium	in	Darebin.		He	has	in-depth	knowledge	of	the	design	and	
operation	of	a	wide	range	of	public	buildings	with	an	emphasis	on	education	and	
community	services.	Current	director	and	treasurer	of	Environments	Australasia,	the	peak	
professional	body	for	the	design	of	Education	Spaces	

Laura	Heyning	–	(MPC	Consultant)	-	Architect.		Consultant	Project	Lead	Brand	
Architecture.		Laura	is	a	registered	architect	with	30	years’	experience,	working	across	a	
range	of	projects	including	significant	sport,	residential,	hospitality,	education,	and	
numerous	community	projects	for	local	government.		Laura	is	deeply	focused	on	Universal	
Access,	carefully	considering	the	factors	that	encourage	or	discourage	people	from	engaging	
with	a	space.	She	is	passionate	about	integrating	low-tech	environmental	initiatives	that	
enhance	building	performance	for	the	future	while	keeping	capital	costs	to	a	minimum	

Calvin	Chua	–		(MPC	Consultant)	-	Architect.		Calvin	is	a	registered	architect	with	10	years	
of	professional	experience	working	across	a	wide	variety	of	projects	including	education,	
sport,	residential	and	community	projects.	With	a	keen	eye	for	details	and	understanding	of	
design	codes,	Calvin	always	strives	to	create	spaces	that	are	functional	and	contribute	
positively	towards	the	surrounding	urban	fabric.	

Bruce	Ratcliff	–	(	DAP	Member)	-			Architect			Pending	
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Andrew	Rodda	–	(RTCC	Member,	PWG	Member)	-			Architect	Andrew	is	a	senior	architect	
with	over	30	years	of	broad	experience	across	multiple	architectural	firms	and	diverse	
projects	throughout	Australia.	His	background	includes	museum,	public	space,	and	
residential	developments,	demonstrating	a	strong	commitment	to	design	excellence	and	
community-focused	architecture.	He	currently	serves	as	a	Senior	Lecturer	in	Residential	
and	Commercial	Design	at	RMIT	University’s	College	of	Vocational	Education,	where	he	
mentors	the	next	generation	of	designers	and	architects.		A	passionate	fly	fisher,	Andrew	
has	a	particular	love	for	Tenkara—the	traditional	Japanese	style	of	fly	fishing	that	
emphasizes	simplicity,	precision,	and	harmony	with	nature.	

 
Tony	Ryan	–	(RTCC	Member,	PWG	Member,	Former	RTFFC	President)	-			Architect,	10	
year	Club	member	and	25	years	fly	fishing	experience.	Studied	architecture	at	RMIT	and	
qualified	Architectural	Draftsman.	Background	of	over	40	years	in	architectural	design,	
project	coordination	and	project	management	for	private	sector	and	federal	government	
agencies.	Experience	in	historical	project	investigation	and	assessments,	large	scientific	
projects	through	to	commercial	fitout	and	everything	in	between.	I	ran	my	own	business	for	
15	years.	

Industry / Construction 
Colin	Waddell	–	(RTCC	Member,	PWG	Member)	-				Pool	and	simulated	stream	project	
management	-	Joined	Red	Tag	4	years	ago	and	is	a	qualified	chemical	engineer	working	for	
the	majority	of	my	career	in	the	plastics	industry	where	I	held	various	positions	as	General	
Manager	and	Operations	Manager.	Apart	from	being	responsible	for	the	running	of	the	
factories	of	up	to	250	staff	and	technical	development	of	the	equipment	and	processing	I	also	
established	plastic	processes	in	New	Zealand,	Australia,	Costa	Rica,	Venezuela	and	Peshwa	
in	Pakistan.	An	example	is	Laserlight	corrugated	sheets	which	I	brought	to	Australia,	found	
suitable	land,	oversaw	the	design	and	construction	of	the	building,	designed	the	
manufacturing	process,	went	to	Austria	to	technically	specify	the	equipment,	negotiated	the	
purchase,	and	installed	the	equipment	and	commissioned	it.	The	original	Laserlight	was	
made	from	PVC	and	has	now	transitioned	to	polycarbonate.	All	of	these	factories	and	
processes	require	recirculating	water	with	treatment	and	I	have	designed	these.	I	have	
experience	in	negotiating	the	purchase	and	the	divesting	of	a	number	of	businesses.	My	aim	
is	to	assist	with	the	development	of	the	fly	fishing	centre	to	enhance	the	participation	and	
development	of	fly	casting	for	all. 
 	

Public Sector 
Tim	Carver	–	(DAP	Member)	Parks	Victoria	Liaison	(Parks	Vic).	Acting	Area	Chief	Ranger	
Lower	Yarra	and	Dandenong	Valley	Parklands.		Fairlea	Rd	site	liaison	for	RTFFC	

Philip	Ross	–	(Parks	Victoria)	District	Manager	I	North	East	Melbourne	Parks	Victoria		and	
senior	liaison	for	RTFFC	operations	and	commercial	aspects	for	the	Fairlea	Rd	site.	
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Fly Fishing Leadership / Industry 
James	Norney	(DAP	Member)	-				Fly	Fishing	Guide,	TV	Host,	Global	Fly	Fisher	-	Owner	of	
Mountain	Fly	Guiding,	a	Certified	Casting	Instructor	(CCI),	Host	of	7Mate	“The	Fishing	Show”.	
James	has	travelled	the	world	Fly	Fishing,	Guiding	and	taking	amazing	photos.		He	brings	a	
depth	of	industry	and	media	skills	to	the	project	vision.	

Lousie	Norney	(DAP	Member)		FFI/Casting	–	Pending	

Mark		Weigal	(DAP	Member)	As	the	founder	of	Millbrook	Lakes	(Victoria)	and	Swampy	
Plains	Lodge	in	Southern	NSW,	Mark	has	created	one	of	Australia’s	premier	private	fly	
fishing	destinations	—	a	place	designed	to	reflect	his	deep	commitment	to	conservation,	
education,	and	the	pure	enjoyment	of	fly	fishing.	For	over	25	years	Mark	and	his	team	have	
taught,	guided	or	hosted	over	8,000	fly	fishers	at	Australia’s	largest	private	fly	fishing	fishery	

Mark	Cuthbert	(ACF	President,	DAP	Member)	-	As	President	of	the	Australian	Casting	
Federation	(ACF)	and	competitive	caster,	Mark	represents	and	manages	the	sport	of	
accuracy	and	distance	casting	in	Australia.		Mark	is	an	excellent	competitor	and	
Administrator	of	the	sport	and	is	currently	ranked	in	the	top	5	casters	in	Australia	in	2025.	

Judith	Oliver	(RTFFC	Member,	DAP	Member)	-	Judith’s		background	lies	in	high	altitude		
trekking,		after	experiencing	several		accidents	she	discovered	fly	fishing	as	a	new	way	to	
connect	with	nature.	Opportunities	to	learn	were	limited,	and	progress	came	through	
persistence	and	determination	and	guidance	from	respected	mentors	Peter	Hayes	and	Brian	
Henderson.	Becoming	the	first	female	Certified	Casting	Instructor	(CCI)	in	the	Southern	
Hemisphere	through	Fly	Fishers	International,	Judith	is	committed	to	ensuring	others	have	
opportunities	to	learn	and	experience	the	therapeutic	and	technical	rewards	of	fly	casting.		

 

Competitive Sport / Fly Fishing 
Brian	Henderson	(DAP	Member)	Brian	is	a	Single	Hand	and	Two	Hand	FFI	Master	Casting	
Instructor	(MCI),	holding	the	highest	level	of	FFI	examiner	certification	globally	(level	3).	
With	over	four	decades	of	dedication	to	fly	fishing	and	teaching.	He	is	the	event	organiser	for	
Fly	Fishers	International	(FFI)	Asia	Pacific		and	a	lead	examiner	for	almost	20	years	in	
Australia,	New	Zealand,	Indonesia,	Taiwan,	China,	Japan,	Alaska	and	several	times	in	
Montana.	

Peter	Hayes	(DAP	Member)	Competition	Fly	Caster	and	Master	Casting	Instructor,	
Peter	is	one	of	the	most	credentialed	fly	fishing	guides	and	instructors	in	the	world.	Peter	
has	been	the	Australian	Casting	Champion	a	total	of	ten	times	and	he	has	twice	represented	
Australia	at	World	Championships.	It	is	a	rare	skill	to	combine	the	two	disciplines	of	
competitive	casting	and	competitive	fishing	and	to	date	there	are	only	two	people	on	the	
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planet	that	have	won	medals	at	both	World	Fly	Fishing	and	World	Fly	Casting	Championships	
and	one	of	these	is	Peter	Hayes	

Peter	Morse	(DAP	Member)	–		Master	Casting	Instructor	(MCI)	-	Peter	is	one	of	
Australia’s	most	respected	fly	fisher	and	fly	fishing	experts	and	a	fly	fisher	of	more	than	50	
years.		He	achieved	the	Fly	Fishers	International	(FFI)	Master	Instructors	Certification,	
(MCI)	in	2009	and	his	Spey	Instructors	Certification	in	2024.	In	2017	he	was	honoured	to	be	
awarded	the	FFI’s	Mel	Krieger	Fly	Casting	Instructors	award	in	recognition	of	his	significant	
contributions	to	Instructor	certification	and	Casting	education	programs	in	the	international	
fly	fishing	arena.		Peter	has	written	several	books,	hosted	his	own	prime	time	TV	program	
and	written	over	78	Articles	for	Fly	Life	magazine.		He	is	an	international	ambassador	for	
Sage	and	RIO	fly	fishing	products. 

	


