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2020 Red Tag 
Committee 

• President: Barney Stephens 
• Vice President: Vin McCaughey 
• Secretary: Bill Jackson 
• Treasurer: Don Amour 
• Trip Coordinator: Dan Mamrot 
• Leff Andropof (Casting Coordinator) 
• Craig Bolch (Development Program) 
• Cameron Clarke (Assistant Secretary) 
• Sean Ehlert (New member coordinator) 
• David Honeybone (Library & Newsletter) 
• Andrew Rodda (Newsletter Editor) 
• Tony Ryan 
• Frank Groeneveld 

Red Tag acknowledges the woi-wurrung and boon wurrung language groups of the eastern Kulin nations 
on whose unceded land we walk and fish. We pay our respect to the ancestors and elders, past, present 
and emerging.  We recognize their continuing connection to land, water and culture. 

Editorial 
No access to water over these last few months and 
you would have thought this edition would be 
resulting in some slim pickings. Yet it seems like 
these last 3 months have been for some of us a 
time for tying, typing and TeamApp. I had the 
opportunity of procuring an old disused fold top 
desk from my partner and sorted through all the 
feathery and hairy bits and bobs. Also been 
geeking out on reddit, looking at all things fly. 
During this time red tag pivoted to the internet 
to create and host activity meetings on Zoom. 

Committee meetings have never been so efficient or well attended. Members are also finding it 
useful to keep in touch and say hello. 

With the creation of the YouTube channel, we have seen the growing effects of isolation on our 
Librarian, with members wondering aloud what will happen next? Dan Mamrot has been putting 
his teaching and tying skills to good use and posting up some patterns to follow. Beware however 
the upcoming ‘woven nymph’. (shudder!) 

David Honeybone  Andrew Rodda 
(Eds.)  
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President’s Message 
June 2020 
I’ve just reread my last few messages to members, and what a heck of a 
year it’s been so far. Everything seems to have been thrown at us. 

It’s been a massive challenge to everyone, in particular our leading 
health officials that have had to make some very difficult 
recommendations to Government to enact. Their careful and informed decisions have no doubt 
shielded the majority of Australia from the horrible predicted statistics and curves that were floated 
earlier and are seen in many overseas countries today. We all know that there is still a long way to 
go yet, but I count myself as fortunate to be living in Australia at this time. 

We will all probably be living slightly differently for a fair while yet, but as restrictions are gradually 
eased, we are beginning to resume a few of the things that we have always taken for granted. 

I am aware of the social and economic strains this situation has placed on our entire population, 
and Red Tag members are part of that community. 

The Zoom meetings that have been shared with others have been a terrific way to keep in touch 
with others and I don’t think I have ever seen so much chat and advice being given on our 
TeamApp. 

The committee have continued to meet and work behind the scenes during this time via Zoom 
albeit from the comfort of our own homes (something some committee members may be keen to 
continue with, especially over Winter). 

We have just signed a new leasing agreement with Parks Victoria for the use of our casting pool. 
The lease is a standard Parks document, but we have been able to negotiate very favorable terms 
for the annual rent. This lease is for a three-year period. Thanks must go to Tony Ryan and Bill 
Jackson for their work on this. 

With thanks to Andrew Rodda, The Red Tag YouTube channel is now up and running and just 
waiting for subscribers. Dan M has been posting his fly tying challenges here, David H is there as 
well with his unique way of reviewing books and we have recordings of the Zoom presenters we’ve 
had on recently. Jump on, like, and subscribe. This is just another one of the things that keeps our 
club dynamic and moving forward. 

Now the big news! Fishing is back. Albeit with sensible restrictions, we can all now get out and 
wet a line. I had a wonderful day on the Goulburn two days after the restrictions were eased.  It 
meant not being able to share a car with the mate I went up with because there was no way I could 
get my car to stretch so that we were 1.5 m apart!  Chatting to a couple of Fisheries Officers, their 
advice was “you should have been here on “opening day”, there were fish everywhere. They didn’t 
even check my license, but that’s probably due to the fact that I removed my hat as they approached 
us at the car, and they saw the colour of my hair. Those people do a great job protecting our 
waterways and I have never come across any of their members who are not up for a chat or willing 
to share their local knowledge. 

I was just so glad to be out and about and had even put a few into the net by the time the shadows 
were lengthening out from the red gums. It was a satisfying feeling winding my way home through 
the beautiful Black Spur. 
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The committee are keeping a close eye on the present restrictions and we hope to be able to resume 
some club day trips in the near future.  

Casting has resumed at the pool and it was good to see the group of 10 (just this morning), 
exercising their shoulders and receiving expert instruction from our casting instructors, capably led 
by Leff Andropof. 

As always, members health is a high priority and we won’t be rushing back into inside activities for 
larger groups before we are told it’s safe to do so. 

Stay safe everyone and I look forward to when we can catch up in person. 

Tight lines ‘n loops 

Barney Stephens 

Review 
Tailer Trash Fly Fishing Podcast 
This podcast is brought to you by the originators of the “Flybrary Project”, an initiative developed 
along the lines of the American ‘have-a-penny-leave-a-penny’ trays. Participants of the Flybrary are 
encouraged to employ a similar ethos: “Have one, leave one. Need one, take one”. We may soon 
see fly adorned placards placed at the entry and exit points to several popular Victorian fly-fishing 
waters. Such is the beauty of the “Flybrary Project”.  
The podcast features guests, regular segments, giveaways and topical news relating to the Florida 
fly fishing scene. Hosts include Larry (a fly-fishing guide), Carl (a Skiff builder) and Mark (all 
round good guy). Episodes take a longer, free-form approach interspersed with choice tunes. 
Popular segments include Larry’s Mail Barge, Beer Reviews and Fly-fishing reports. This one may 
be a bit too “Dude-esque” for some listeners, but a 3 hour podcast makes a 3 hour car trip feel 
shorter. 

3.9 Squirmy Wormies out of 5 

Dan Mamrot 
Ed. Note: I have already involuntarily created and contributed to many ‘flybraries’ on much of the 
streamside flora in Victoria. (and .9 of a squirmy? Could well be a unit of measure now!) 
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Club Trip [Reprise] 
New Zealand Trip, 4-21 June 1993 
In 1993 a group of five Red Tag mates journeyed to New Zealand’s North Island for 
two weeks of very wet but amazing fishing.  

Our own Vin McCaughey, ignoring the discomfort from a stuffed hernia, joined them in the 
second week. Vin forwarded Peter Hayes’ record of the trip some of which is repeated below. He 
also filled in some gaps over the phone to David Honeybone. 

The group comprised: Shayne Murphy (The Senator), Allan Buswell (Buzzy), Peter Hayes 
(Haysie), Gary Krause (Krausie), Leon Cubit (The Mongrel/King Leon) and Vince McCaughey 
(Mac).  

They fished in and around Rotorua, caught 133 trout and released all but five. Sizes range from 4 
to 12 pounds. 

Saturday June 5 
am: Haysie and The Senator to the Log Pool. 
Haysie; 1 on the Yellow Doll 6lb. 

pm: Still bloody raining and windy too! Haysie 
and Murphy to Doggers. Missed one each. 
Shayne lost a ‘good un’ when the line caught 
around reel and snared 2 on the fur backed glow 
fly. Founded and built Club Okatina today. 
Still bloody raining. 

The late Arty McCadam was a Ballarat-based 
fly-fisher who was something of a trailblazer in 
introducing Victorian fly-fishers to New 
Zealand. Based at the Ballarat Club he would 
determine whether the younger members’ 
casting was of a sufficient standard and if it was, 
he would finance their trip to Rotorua. This 
became an annual event and warranted a piece 
in the local New Zealand newspaper together 
with mention of Vin’s group trip.  

Vin’s party was based on the North Island in 
and around Rotorua and fished locations that 
included Lake Okatina, Aniwhenua, 
Otamangaka and Tarawera. They hired cars 
and at one point a boat to get across the lake 
and fish from the bank. They mainly camped 
but had a brief stay in a house through a local 
contact.    
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Wednesday 9 
am:  Buzzy and Leon to MJs at 5.30am Leon donged [caught] 2 and lost one when the fly broke 
off at his feet (parachuting with glo bugs) Allan donged 3 and lost  2 (Glo Smelt, Orange Rabbit) 
7lb, 4lb and 11lb. 

The Senator and Haysie fucked up by fishing the wrong side of the Hydro Pool. Back down to 
MJs where Haysie jagged one in the back on Buzzies Smelt, 3-4lb.  

pm:   Haysie to Omori stream mouth. Donged one on Yellow Marabou Glowie. Hen fish, superb 
condition, great fight 4.5 lb. 

Apparently purchase of trout was severely restricted at the time in New Zealand. So, Leon Cubit’s 
sister, who lived in Rotorua, took advantage of the group’s haul and requested some for the local 
school fete. Happy to oblige the five trout not put back (each 10 pound plus – see picture) were 
delivered to her house. As she was out, they strung them up on her Hills Hoist and quietly 
departed.   

Thursday 17 
am:  salvage crew took to the channel to retrieve Buzzies 
shooting head broken off the night before. Armed with 
grappling hook, success after 6 throws. Haysie made a 
magnificent leap tot eh bank to avoid falling arse over head into 
the water from the boat trailer. Krausie caught one while the 
salvage team was at work. Haysie tried to cut it off with the 
boat.  

Fly tying was still fairly limited back then so choice was 
minimal. However, Vin recounts that night fishing led the 
group to use fluorescent flies that they charged up with torches. 
As you can imagine it provided quite a sight.    

Saturday 19 
We had the mother of all feeds thanks to Krausie and Buzzie. 
Smoked trout, trout in breadcrumbs, mussels, vegetables etc. 
Finished up with caramelled bananas rice and ice cream with 
rum flambe sauce. It was a magnificent feed. Soon after that 
Haysie and Krausie fronted up with a session at the mouth of 
the Ngongotaha stream. One very fast 6lb rainbow. A reel 
screamer. 

Sunday 20 [last day] 
pm. Ha ha ha. Senator Shayne ‘Microwave’ Murphy was 
picked up for 102 on State Highway One when the limit is 
only 80 with a trailer. We were saved by the fact that the 
coppers hat blew off. Murph snatch it up, dusted it off and put 
it back on his head. 

Vin McCaughey 
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Document 
Autumn Lake Fishing 
A comprehensive guide from Red Tag Member Ian Mitchell. 

 
According to the calendar, Autumn commences in March, but the river fishing generally keeps me 
busy until April. This is when the dry fly action slows, and the trout begin their spawning and so 
I turn my attention to still water fishing. 

In spite of the cool sometimes cold days, around the central highlands, Autumn is one of the prime 
times for lake fishing. It offers great sight fishing for trout feeding on midge and smelt. 

Midge fishing 
Midges (or Chironomidae to use their taxonomic name) hatch all year round, however in Autumn 
when the air is still and warm, they are plentiful and a main source of food for the hungry trout. 

The midge larvae (blood worms) live in the muddy bottom, and when mature, and the conditions 
are favourable, they transform into the pupal stage to begin the metamorphosis into the flying 
adult.  The pupae twitch their way to the surface, where they make the final transformation as they 
hang in the meniscus.  The trout feed on the midge in all their stages of transformation, but they 
are most vulnerable during this hatch. 
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Before a hatch, the trout feed on the blood worms close to the lake bottom, where I they are 
beginning to move prior to the hatch. As the hatch comes into full swing, the trout feed vigorously 
on the pupae chasing them as they ascend. Trout feeding on the ascending pupae, will rush to the 
surface, pushing up plate size ‘boils’. The boil is a plate sized rise form that appears as bulge of 
water on the calm surface not dissimilar to the way a gas bubble in boiling water does.  

Later in the hatch when the pupae are hanging in the surface film, attempting their final 
metamorphosis, the sipping take of the trout produce more subtle rise forms, which will appear as 
large rings on a mirror like surface, or a circular flattening in a light riffle. 

Midges can hatch in short spates and will stop when the wind strengthens or switches to the south. 
Then they often start again when the sun comes, or the wind drops. Early morning and late 
afternoon into the evening seem to be the best times, however you can have success all through the 
day.  

Three effective midge fishing tactics 
My three most effective midge fishing tactics are: 

• Dead drift
• Slow retrieve
• Medium speed retrieve

Dead drift. 
If I find a number of fish working consistently, I’ll start with midges dead drift through the area, 

as it minimises casting and 
hence reduces the risk of 
lining the fish. It does 
however require a deal of 
faith and patience. You 
need to trust that the trout 
will find your tiny fly (they 
will eventually I promise).  
Generally, I will fish one or 
two midge patterns under 
an indicator.  Two patterns 
allow you to fish at two 
different depths.  Cast to a 
rise and let the fly sit, 
slowly gather any slack that 
might develop as the 
indicator slowly drifts, so 
you can set the hook with a 
brisk lift of the rod, should 
the indicator sink, twitch 
or move in any ‘unnatural’ 
manner. 
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I like to fish one midge just six inches below the surface and another at least 18 inches under that, 
deeper if I want to use a bloodworm on the point. Generally, you need the midges at or above the 
level the trout are cruising.  If the trout are cruising close to the surface, it can be very frustrating 
as it may seem they are ignoring your fly.  Don’t be tempted to recast, or even change flies, you 
just need to give them time to find your fly.  When they are close to the surface, the area visible to 
them is very small, and they can swim within inches of your fly and just not see it. 

Slow retrieve 
The slow retrieve is tactic I use if there aren’t many rising fish.  If the water and weather conditions 
are favourable, and location is right, I’ll use it to start searching. Especially if there is the occasional 
rise. 

The bead head blood worm with marabou tail is my most effective pattern. 

Again, I like to fish two flies:  I’ll generally start with a bloodworm on point and a pupae about 
two feet above that.  Sometimes I’ll use a stick caddis instead of the pupae, especially in early April 
when there a few naturals about. The aim is to let the flies sink close to the bottom and fish them 
super slow, and I mean super slow, maybe an inch or two a second.  At this speed, detecting the 
subtle takes can be tricky, and at first you will miss a lot of fish, but the odd fish will wake you up 
with a solid pull.  To detect the takes I watch ‘the bridge’.  Watching the bridge is a technique I 
picked up from an article written by Phil Weigall in FlyLife magazine.  

The bridge is the small curve of line between rod tip and the water. When you retrieve slowly and 
steadily this has a consistent curve. A trout will often pick up the fly or take it gently and you may 
not feel it, but you will see the bridge raise or straighten out. When you see it, lift the rod 
immediately and set the hook. Sometimes this may just be the fly sticking to the bottom or picking 
up a leaf… but often enough it is a trout. When you can detect a leaf in this way, you will never 
miss the take of a trout. Here is a little video showing the bridge. 

Medium to faster retrieve. 
If the fish are surface feeding but you are having no luck on the dead drift you can also try a 
medium to fast retrieve.  Again, I prefer to use two different coloured or sized pupae. Sometimes 
I’ll even use a small #10 woolly bugger and a midge on point.  After sunset, in the last of the light, 
this can be game changer and get you into a few more before darkness shuts down the midge 
feeders.  Generally, I prefer to keep the retrieve rate up to keep the flies closer to the surface, as the 
trout are looking up. 

Detecting takes is easy: you will feel the change in tension and often a pull or solid tug.  Be sure to 
lift the rod sharply to ensure a solid hook set. The flies should be 18 inches or more apart, i.e. you 
want them further apart than the average fish length.  This will reduce the chance of the point fly 
foul hooking a fish, should it take the fly on the dropper.  If the trailing fly foul hooks the fish, it 
will usually end with a pulled hook and a disappointed angler. 

Smelt Fishing 
In the Autumn months the Smelt school up close to shore attempting to spawn, making them easy 
prey for the hungry trout. Smelt is another word for a small bait fish, and we have a few species of 
them in in our lakes. They are usually olive and/or silver, and they range in length from a couple 
of centimetres (pin fry) to as long as five to six centimetres. 
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When they are being harassed by trout, the smelt school is pushed close to the surface, and they 
create what my friend calls nervous water.  You see a patch of water that has tiny little wavelets, 
that shimmers and shifts in the light. The trout push bow waves and leave surface boils as they 
hunt down the smelt. Sometimes thy crash through the school open mouthed, scattering showers 
of smelt in every direction. It then all goes quiet until the trout returns to mop up any smelt 
stunned or injured by the mad rush. It is exciting sight fishing. 

Smelt Tactics 
Generally, the schools of smelt don’t like bright sunshine, and are best targeted at first light, and 
will soon retreat to the depths when the sun hits the water. For this reason, still overcast days are 
best as the smelting action can continue to mid-morning.  

My favourite flies for targeting smelters include Christmas Tree, Tom Jones, Wet’s Zonker, olive 
zonker, or an olive woolly bugger.  There are plenty more options, however, your pattern generally 
just needs to be the right size and presented well. I carry flies tied on hook sizes 12 to 6 but would 
generally fish a 10 or an 8. 

I will have my rod already rigged with a floating line and a suitable smelt pattern on the way to the 
lake. I don’t want to waste valuable fishing time rigging up, so I can make the most of the ow 
morning light.  I walk the lake shore with some line out of the rod rings and the fly in hand ready 
to cast at a moment’s notice. When a trout gives itself away, chasing smelt, time is of the essence. 
The sooner you present the fly, the more chance you have of catching it.   

I scan with my eyes, looking for the tell-tales of smelt or smelting trout: nervous water, leaping 
panicked smelt, bow waves, boils, or swirls. I’ll modify my approach, accordingly. 

Signs of Smelt 
If I see smelt, but no obvious trout feeding, I’ll try searching in the vicinity by casting my pattern 
in and around the school and begin a slow retrieve. Trying to move the fly in short jerky 
movements to mimic a smelt’s movements in case there is a trout are cruising nearby it looking to 
pick off any stragglers. 

Crashing surface action 
If the trout are crashing through a school of smelt, it is important to get your fly out as soon as 
you can.  The trout are moving around quickly, so you don’t have long.  The aim is to drop the 
fly in the spreading ripples of the boil or swirl. I prefer to let the fly sink a second or two, before 
giving it a couple of weak twitches, imitating an injured/stunned smelt.  This is how I caught my 
first active smelter, and I have never forgotten the solid smash-and-grab take. 

Your best chance is on the first cast, however if unsuccessful it is worth a few casts in the general 
vicinity, using a slow retrieve: figure eight or strip pause.  Often the trout is cruising nearby trying 
to catch some of the stragglers. Otherwise, you can wait until the trout moves again. 

Bow Wave/Swirls 
It is important to present your fly immediately to any movement.  For bow waves and swirls, I’ll 
try a twitchy retrieve.  I try to match my retrieve to the speed of the imagined smelt. Sometimes 
I’ll try a slower retrieve, to keep my fly in the vicinity, sometimes I’ll give the fly a bit more speed 
to imitate a panicked fleeing smelt. 

Some days you may only see one or two signs of a smelter, but it is worth persisting and searching 
the area with varying retrieves, as the trout often are still within the vicinity, and giving it a good 
ten or so minutes can pay dividends. 
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Summary 
April and May offer stable weather, with cool relatively windless days, ideal for comfortable and 
enjoyable lake fishing. With little or no wind, any trout movements are obvious in the flat calm 
water. I prefer to arrive at first light, overcast days are best for smelt, but sunny days can be good 
for midge.  If the forecast is for warm, still sunny day I will head to the lake mid-morning and fish 
till sunset, as the warmer weather can deliver a strong evening midge hatch. 

Note: you need to dress warmly and be prepared for a sudden change of temperature.  In the 
central highlands, where the average elevation is around five or six hundred metres, cold wintry 
weather can arrive suddenly, so it pays to be prepared.  You can never take too many clothes with 
you. I have been fishing to rising fish under falling snow in May. 

 

Ian Mitchell 
For more information check out Ian’s website, Twig and Stream Fly Fishing. 
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Fly Talk 
First in a series of articles by Mick Hall. 
With thanks to Vin for forwarding and Mick for letting him do it. 
The Black Warryn 
Sadly, we lost Warryn Germon, aged 71, on 11th of August 2008; he was known by many who 
fished the area around Eildon.  During the season he would be found on the water just about every 
evening of the week.  He knew the Rubicon and Goulburn Rivers intimately. 

Warryn settled in Alexandra soon after the new Eildon Weir was built.  In those days he used to 
go trolling for the occasionally large trout or ‘bob’ for redfin among the drowned trees. 

As soon as he saw a good-sized trout caught from what he thought was a ridiculously small stream, 
he decided this was for him.  Warryn’s early forays were undertaken with a small thread line outfit 
and live bait like worms and grasshoppers. 

He took up fly fishing in the 1960s starting with a cane rod he built from a blank and an Aircell 
floating line.  He had always released most of the fish he caught simply because he didn't like them 
to eat.  Once Warryn started fly fishing for trout he gave up all other methods. 

Warryn tied his own flies and in the early days he had a lot of help from a fellow called Peter 
Austin, who was for some time the station master at Alexandra and had also been a professional 
fly-tyer.  Warryn told me that his flies in those days were fairly crude but effective. 
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After his retirement some 16 years ago, he fished most days of the season and was, in 
all respects, a dedicated dry fly man.  The exception was when he fished the clear, slow 
streams of the Monaro area when they were producing quality fish.  There he liked 
nothing better than to put a lightly dubbed #14 nymph in the path of sighted trout 
and watch them take it on the drop.  At times he would use a caddis pupa pattern while 
waiting for the evening rise but mostly preferred to sit and wait.  There is a lot to learn 
just sitting by a stream. 

With retirement Warryn combined fishing with his other passion for bushwalking and 
spent a lot of time fishing the remote lakes of Tasmania's Central Plateau.  He learned 
a lot about finding and catching those lake fish over the years and also got to know the 
area well.  He would do his pack-in trips usually for periods of four to ten days and 
mostly by himself. 

Warryn found it difficult to use standard patterns, preferring to think it out for himself 
and design his own flies. 

The following text is how the Black Warryn and the Tassie dun came into being.  I 
have taken the liberty of expanding on Warryn’s original story  

Warryn recalled that on his first trip to Tasmania he spent some time fishing at Little 
Pine Lagoon and was amazed by the number of duns and the fish taking them.  Typical 
of first timers, the locals were catching fish whilst he was having no success at all.  After 
two fishless days he decided that he needed a change of tactics.  Instead of fishing the 
morning hatch, he went down to the shore, carefully studied the local dun then went 
back to camp and set up his tying gear. 

Back down for the dun hatch in the afternoon and success at last!  Four fish during the 
hatch and a further two at dusk, which were mopping up the cripples along the grassy 
edges. 

Over the years Warryn created a number of paraduns that he used almost exclusively 
in Tasmania.  One was a new pattern with a black wing post, rusty brown fur from a 
hare's mask, a dark dun hackle and moose mane whisks, which he named the Tassie 
Dun. 
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The Black Warryn 
In later years and with many more trips under his 
belt, he put together a very successful pattern that 
in the last few years has gained a growing 
reputation.  This fly was originally tied by Warryn 
to fish the tailing fish in Tasmania’s lakes; he 
wanted a surface fly which had a good silhouette 
both above and below the water so that it could 
be easily seen by fish and himself in the fading 
light of dusk. 

There were a number of prototypes tried in the 
development of the fly but they all had a number 
of things in common; as an example they were all 
tied on a caddis grub hook such as the Mustad 
C49s, a black Hi-Vis or polypropylene wing post 
and a dyed black hare’s fur body or thorax. 

The final pattern that Warryn finally settled on 
had a curved body of five or six strands of dyed 
black goose herl fibres twisted into a rope and 
wound, then cross-wound with fine silver wire for 
the abdomen.  This gave a more definite 
silhouette than fur and may well be taken for a 
waterlogged beetle. 

I added a little dubbed fur for the thorax which 
was over-wound with shortest dark peacock herl.  
This was topped by a black Float Vis wing post 

wound with a black parachute hackle.  It should be noticed that Warryn always tied off his 
Paraduns on the post rather than at the head of the fly.  It certainly worked on tailing fish and 
when tied in smaller sizes of 18 through to 14, it accounted for a few ‘smutting’ fish in places like 
Penstock Lagoon and also midge feeders in the Western lakes. 

Warryn was not the sort of person to hand out flies freely but he did give some to his friends, 
including Anna Taylor and Peter Hayes.  Those who know Peter would know that when he is on 
to a good fly, he freely passes that knowledge around.  As a matter of fact it was Peter who promoted 
the name Black Warryn and the name became entrenched.  Funnily Warryn always intended to 
call it something like The Warrior or the All Black.  Such is life. 

The fly went on to being used to cast to sighted fish in other lakes and also to fish many lowland 
streams to good effect.  He had failed to realize its potential. 

The glowing reports and the constant demand for the fly tell me that it has got that certain 
something which makes it a fly to have in the box for many occasions, not just for the dusk tailers 
he developed it for.  Now a number of people tie this versatile pattern and use it to good effect; a 
good fly. 

Mick Hall 
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Glossary 
Palmer - a method for 
wrapping a hackle feather 
over a section of the fly's 

body. When it is retrieved 
through the water it 'pushes' 

the water and this causes 
attractive movement shock waves 

that help fish locate the fly. 

Palming - a term referring to the use 
of the palm of the hand against the spool 

edge of a rimless fly reel as a means of 
applying drag against the release of line in 
fighting a fish. 

Parachute - type of dry fly where the hackle 
is wound horizontally around the base of the 
wing like a parachute instead of vertically 
around the hook of the fly. This drops the 
body of the fly down into the surface film of 
the water. It is usually most effective in 
medium to slow moving waters. 

Pattern - the fixed design of material and 
position of parts which make up an artificial 
fly sometimes called its recipe. 

Pectoral fins - the pair of fins just behind 
the head of a fish. 

Pelvic fins - the pair of fins on the 
lower body of a fish; also called ventral 
fins. 

 
Perfection loop - this 
is a knot often used to 
create a loop in a piece 
of monofilament, 
frequently at the butt 
end of a leader for the 
loop to loop 
connection. 

Pick-up & Lay Down - a fly fishing cast 
using only a single back cast. The line is lifted 
from the water and a back cast made, 
followed by a forward cast which is allowed 
to straighten and fall to the water, completing 
the cast. 

Point Fly - the point fly refers to the fly at 
the end of the leader farthest away from the 
fly line. 

Polarized sunglasses  
 - sunglasses with 
iodized lenses that block 
incident light (glare) and 
thus allow anglers to 
better see beneath the 
surface glare of water. 

Pool - a segment of a 
river or stream with 
greater depth and slower 
current, making it safer 
from predator birds and animals and where 
swimming against the current is reduced. 

Presentation - the act of putting the fly on 
the water and offering it to the fish; the 

variety of presentations is infinite, 
and changes with each fishing 
situation. The object is to present 
the fly in a manner similar to the 
natural insect or food form that 
you are imitating. 

Pupa - in insects, the transition 
stage  
 between the larva and the adult; 
to fly-fishers, caddis pupae are the 
most important of these insects. 

 

David Honeybone



Newsletter of the Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club May 2020 

16 

Club News 
Library Report 
The latest additions to the club library also mentioned on the club YouTube channel. 

The Orvis Guide to Reading Trout Streams 
Tom Rosenbauer 
The Lyons Press 
“The Orvis Guide to Reading Trout Streams is a complete 
guide to where trout live and feed in a stream. By learning to 
predict where trout will be, fishermen can cast effectively and 
wade confidently without spooking trout into cover. Perceptive 
and practical chapters include "A Trout's World," "Currents 
and Rocks," "Pools," and "Riffles, Runs, and Bends." Also 
included are sections on seasonal and daily changes, various 
approaches, and the differences among species of trout and 
between big and little rivers. Graced with dozens of helpful 
schematic drawings by Jim Sulham and more than seventy-
five revealing photographs, this book will give all trout 
fishermen a more coherent understanding of the waters they 
fish.” (Amazon.com) 

And from the Preface written by Tom Rosenbauer: 

“Reading Trout Streams is for the fisherman who stands on the bank of an unfamiliar river 
or pool, confused, and asks: “Now what?” 

52 Rivers 
Shelley Walchak 
52 Rivers Publishing Company 

“Shelley Walchak is a librarian by trade, but she is 
an angler at heart. Fly-fishing is a late life discovery 
for her, but she intends to make up as much time as 
possible. Walchak gave up her job at the Colorado 
State Library to fly fish a river a week for a year. She 
bought and outfitted a camper, purchased camera 
equipment and a computer and hit the road - 7 
Rocky Mountain States and 52 rivers. Her 
photographs and blog posts of her journey became the 
book 52 Rivers. Walchak was inspired to take her 
journey after helping to organize a national library 
conference that embraced risk and reward. The 

conference so moved her that she had to take her own risk and give up her job and go fishing 
for a year...and did she ever reap rewards. She hopes her readers will do the same.” 
(Amazon.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGqrby4J6UXDun0Xtd5oXLg
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Club News 
Membership Renewal 

It’s that time of the year again. 
The club subscription fee for the 2020-2021 year is due on 1st July and invoices will 

be issued to each member in early June. 

Due to the current situation the committee has decided to offer all 
members a range of payment options for the 2020-21 year: 

1. Pay in full when the invoice is due
2. Defer the full payment until December 2020
3. Pay in instalments until December 2020

If you wish to avail of payment option 2 or 3 you will need to contact 
Don Armour (Treasurer) who has been allocated to manage this 
process. His details will be sent with the invoice and all details will be 
kept strictly confidential. 

Although under our constitution a member is deemed un-financial if their annual subscription is 
not paid by the AGM on 4th August, any member who opts for payment options 2 or 3, as a one 
off, the due date will be extended to 31st December. 

Annual Subscription Fees 
• Metro $85
• Country $43
• Interstate $43
• Pensioner $43
• Junior $21
• Family $100

Payment 
Members can make an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) to the Bendigo Bank account: 

• BSB: 633 000
• Account Number: 130265432
• Message/Reference/Description: YOUR SURNAME
• Note If paying by EFT please identify yourself with your surname in the reference box

Alternatively you can mail a cheque to: 

Red Tag Fly Fishers, PO Box 5095, Alphington Vic. 3078 
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Team App Snaps 
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Sponsors 
With thanks for their own going support. 

 
Aussie Angler Fishing & Tackle Gear: 
Rick Dobson: 30 Sherbourne Rd. 
Greensborough T: 9432 1501 

 
Big 4 Taggerty Holiday Park 
3380 Maroondah Hwy Taggerty 
book@big4taggerty.com.au 
T:(03) 5774 7263 

 

 
Like Tasmanian fishing news on 
facebook? www.tasfish.com 

Subscribe to essential flyfisher’s 
newsletters for exclusive offers. 
www.essentialflyfisher.com.au 

 

 

Supplier of quality fly fishing tackle and 
equipment. 
http://www.adrenalinflies.com.au 

 

 

fly fishing DVD’s and films 
Rise Festival Australia 
www.gin-clear.com 

 

 
Hurley’s Fly Fishing 
Gavin Hurley 
489 South Rd. Bentleigh 
T:9532 1583 

 

 

 

 
Unit 19-20 52 Corporate Blvd  
Bayswater 
www.afn.com.au 

 

 
Ahead of our time since the beginning 

 

 

  
Jim Baumgurtel 
4 Trade Place Lilydale Vic 3140 
www.flyfinz.com 
m: 0410 423 430 

 

Slickness down to a science 

 This space could 
be yours! 
contact Red Tag! 

 

 
Rio Fly Lines 

 

 


