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Committee:
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•

President: Barney Stephens
Vice Presidents: Vin McCaughey
Secretary: Bill Jackson
Treasurer: Don Amour
Dan Mamrot: Trip Coordinator
Leff Andropof (Casting Coordinator)
Craig Bolch (Development Program)
Cameron Clarke (Assistant Secretary)
Peter Coles: Trip Planner (Calendar)
Sean Ehlert (New member coordinator)
David Honeybone (Library & Newsletter)
Andrew Rodda (Newsletter Editor)
Tony Ryan

Red Tag acknowledges the woi wurrung and boon wurrung language groups of the eastern Kulin nations on whose
unceded land we walk and fish. We pay our respect to the ancestors and elders, past, present and emerging.
We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and culture.

News
Editorial:
This newsletter is another feature rich edition, but a reminder that the next one, is just
around the corner. So now that the season is in full swing, (if you’ll pardon the pun”),
a shout out to all members, experienced and new to let us know how you went out
there, or where you are planning to go.
There are a number of activities coming up between now and Christmas; so, keep an
eye on the team app, calendar and emails for social events to round out the year.

Cover Page: The Ovens River. By David Honeybone.
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President’s Message
As I write this the trout season has commenced and from all reports, myself included, it’s been
a bit tough. High early season stream flows and fairly average weather have combined to make
it a pretty typical start. The rainfall in Victoria has generally been good and has set us up for
what should be a good season.
Latest reports are that the trout are now beginning to “look up” and have begun to take dries
off the surface. May this trend continue.
I recently attended a 2-day Wild Trout Fishery Management workshop at Lilydale. This
was organised by the Australian Trout Foundation in conjunction with the Victorian Fisheries
Authority.
The workshop focused on developing a discussion paper, Wild Trout Fishery - Next Steps.
The 30 participants spent two intense days discussing the present and future state of our wild
trout fishery in Victoria and the findings will be presented at the Mansfield Talk Wild
Trout conference in November. Wild trout are typically described as self-sustaining
populations that typically occur in the higher reaches of our trout streams (the younger,
fitter and more adventurous members of Red Tag know these places)
This will become part of a five-year management plan that will address such issues as habitat
restoration, angler engagement, angler access, scientific studies and global warming influences
I think there is an opportunity for Red Tag to become more involved with securing the future
of this unique fishery and one idea I’d like to pursue is the Angler Riparian Partnerships
Program, and take it a step further, where we can “adopt” a section of river, say the
Murrindindi, and become its custodian. Several of our members have already participated in
riparian improvement planting programs with other organisations. I’d be keen to get members
thoughts on this idea.
Also floating around my head is the idea of investigating the notion and logistics of having our
own stocked dam!
Looking forward to wearing our new embroidered club shirt soon. Many thanks to the
working group who made this possible. Be aware that there is a deadline on these orders, and
we will not be holding many in stock. There will also be more of the popular coloured khakis
hats available.
Don’t forget the photo competition is now under way so keep those pics coming into our Team
App site to be in the running for an award at next year’s annual dinner.
The Development Program has been humming along beautifully with a great new group of
people being introduced the joys of Fly fishing. I recently read that the uptake of fly fishing in
the States has seen unprecedented numbers of people taking it up, some considering it to be
the new form of yoga/meditation.
Finally, a couple of facts that surprised me recently. Victoria has about 20,000 fly fishers, and
less than 1,000 belong to a club. That’s only about 5%
What this means I’m not quite sure!
Tight loops and lines;

Barney Stephens
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Item
Talk Wild Trout Conference
Saturday, 23 November, 2019
10:00 am – 4:15 pm
Mansfield Performing Arts Centre
View Street
Mansfield, VIC 3722
Book here https://talkwildtrout2019.eventbrite.com.au
Now in its 5th year, the free Talk Wild Trout conference attracts anglers, resource
managers and researchers to talk about all things wild trout including the state of the
fishery, habitat improvements and the challenges ahead.
This year’s event promises to be another informative day with topics including:
• The value of wild trout
• Key wild trout stream health report cards
• Why don’t you fish for wild trout? Breaking down barriers to fishing
• The joy of wild trout fishing
• Update on in-stream egg incubation trials
• Getting involved in habitat
• Tips on exploring new waters
• Trout fishing access advances
As tickets sell out for this event, I always order spares (3), if you are in need of a ticket
let me know.
-Andrew R.
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Club Trip
Development Program Alpine Trout Farm Visit
Being new to the Club I was looking forward to the trip to the trout farm in Noojee.
What a fun day it turned out to be.
Many thanks to Bill, Barney, Leff, Craig, Vin, Peter & Dan involved in organising
and mentoring the Development Program participants on the trip. The participants
are in the photo and with the ideal weather it was great to be paired with an
experienced fly fisher and have them share their knowledge of trout and techniques
for catching them albeit at a trout farm.
Personally, I'd like to thank Craig for sharing his tips and without them I doubt I
would have found the bigger rainbows lurking at the bottom of the pool. They looked
to be a sucker for a black woolly bugger slowly moving along the bottom. It’s just a
pity I lost both mine, one due to dodgy knot tying and the other broken off.

Newsletter of the Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club Spring 2019
5

While the beginners had fun, I
am pretty sure it was Bill and
Barney that enjoyed the fishing
most. Both seemed to land more
fish each than the rest of the
development
program
put
together. Barney made up pellet
flies especially for the occasion as
he moved into our corner of the
pond and seemed to be pulling
out a rainbow a minute there at
one point when no one else was
getting a nibble.
I am sure all the Development
Program members will agree it
was a great day and again many
thanks to all members involved
for taking the time to organise the
day and spend the day with us
novices.
Cheers

Paul Burgess
Additional…
Several Development Program
participants were unable to
attend the first visit to the trout
farm due to other commitments
so we organised an additional day
for those few. The weather was
absolutely sensational as we
geared up for a fish. Colin and Missy were keen to get onto the fish and it wasn’t long
before Missy caught her first trout on fly. Colin was off the mark early with a nice
rainbow followed by several more fish. It was a great day with everyone catching a
number of fish. We followed up with lunch at Noojee and a very enjoyable chat.

Bill Jackson
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Trip Report
One goes mad on the Ovens
David Honeybone casts
aside early adversity
(dementia?) to experience
an interesting week in the
Ovens Valley.
Friday
Arrive at Air BnB, north
of Myrtleford, to find the
box containing all reels,
sunnies and various other
sundries remains firmly
located back in Coburg
North. Wander around a
bit cursing and shaking.
Consider a range of Plan
Bs. Fortunately booked in
with Cam McGregor
from River Escapes for a
half-day guiding later in
the week. My SOS to him
results in the loan of two
very nice reels as it turns
out (a Lamson and a
Vision both worth more
than my entire kit
combined).
To
be
collected from local servo
tomorrow morning.
Saturday (GF day)
Collect reels from servo.
Elated. Terry George,
President of the ATF, has
given me some tips on
locations and I’m off to
Morses Creek, south of
Wandiligong, for a couple
of hours before the
mighty Tiges appear at
the Grand Final. Three
hours later and I have a
rainbow and two browns
all on pheasant tail
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nymph under an indicator. Morses Creek reminded me of the King Parrot, if the King
Parrot had a good flow and less pressure. Back for the Grand Final with 15 minutes
to spare. No need to rush as it turned out…
Sunday
I’m spoiled for choice in this part of the world for rivers. Using Weigall’s book as a
guide I’ve plumped for the Buffalo today and I’m south of the lake on Abbeyards Road
(I think). It’s steep-sided, cold and fairly swift flowing, with rocky runs and deep pools.
And I soon realise I’m out of my depth a situation compounded by losing my footing
and landing smack on my right kneecap. Sit down and let the nausea pass. I get a slight
touch on a lure through a deep pool but by then I need to try and get out. The car I
saw parked in the distance where the river bends sharply to the left turns out be a
crashed ute at the foot of a very steep slope… So I just bush-bash back up to the road
and ignore the blackberries. Not the sort of river to fish solo. Decide to re-locate to
just south of Bright and try the Ovens, at another spot Terry had suggested. Much
easier fishing here, a shallow river with smooth-stone bottom and on my second cast
to a large rock I snag a rainbow on the pheasant tail.
Monday
Knee looks interesting. Limit myself to the Ovens a little further up from the previous
day for no results.
Tuesday
The Buckland River at Camp Flat. I had very high hopes about this as everything I
read about praises it as a superb water. And it looked fantastic and it was a beautiful
day. And I didn’t see or catch anything.
Wednesday No fishing.
However, I did drop into the Wangaratta fly fishing club’s activity night. There were
seven of us in a wooden hut (sound familiar?) that they share with the local Lions
Club. A warm welcome was spent looking at some fly fishing memorabilia that one of
their members had brought in. Everything from books to fly collections. They all
recommended the Ovens between Bright and Harrietville especially around the
Freeburgh area. I hope their planned club trip to the Buckland went well.
Thursday
Cameron McGregor from River Escapes collects me at 7.30am. We are to fish until
1pm. I first heard Cam on April Vokey’s Anchored podcast (see this issue’s podcast
review) and since then as a regular on the Fly Guides Chat (Australian fishing podcast
– highly recommended). He got his first break guiding whilst working with the guys
at the GVFFC (when also working at Snobs Creek) and hasn’t really looked back. This
is the second time I have been with a guide individually and I’m nervous and excited.
We head to the Ovens in Harrietville and the next couple of hours are something of a
blur. I catch fish but he’s put me under the pump about my casting and there’s a lot
to take in and to be honest it’s shaken my confidence. We re-locate to another spot in
Porepunkah where the river is more shallow and wider. I didn’t think I would be sight
fishing to big brown trout in less than six inches of water but that’s what happens.
This is a first and it takes some getting used to, but the casting has improved (I think)
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and I snag a couple of 3 pound brown trout and drop another. It’s almost 2pm when
Cam calls time. I got a lot out of the day and have a lot to think about. Guiding is a
strange experience and probably one that deserves an article on its own. Ultimately,
it’s a business transaction but so much depends on the personalities involved and the
expectations on both sides (and he did ask me mine). On reflection I would highly
recommend Cam as a guide if you are in the area.
Friday
Cam let me hang on to a reel, so I went back to the Ovens and practiced what I learned
the previous day. No fish. Right boot fell apart and waders started leaking. Returned
the reel to the servo.
It was a great week in a terrific part of Victoria I had never visited before. I didn’t see
another fly fisher the entire time I was there. Cam said it’s too far from Melbourne to
attract people for a day. Red Tag has a trip to the Mitta every year but perhaps we
can do a weekend to the Ovens and surrounds as well?

David Honeybone
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Trip Report
Millbrook
I went to Millbrook 18/19th October with my Taralgon based brother-in-law
Wayne (experienced fly fisher who organised the trip) and my previously non-fishing
brother Joe who came down from Brisbane. Joe caught an early nice 4-5-pound
brown trout, so I think he is hooked.

We were guided on Friday by Craig Coltman and Saturday by Phillip Weigall. Friday was
frustratingly squally, but I managed to bust off a good fish. Nerves and lack of
experience, I guess.
On Saturday under Phillip's guidance things improved and I managed my first "wild" trout
in Australia, a small brown. After fishing through more very cold squally & sleety rainy
conditions the trout started feeding voraciously on a dun hatch. When it stopped Phil took
us to "Big Lake" hoping we could cast to feeding trout cleaning up the dun hatch. Well my
luck changed, and I hooked a big one. After a 15-20 minutes fight we eventually landed the
rainbow trout. Beginner’s luck, I guess.
I have been a regular caster on Saturday mornings and would like to take the
opportunity to thank the casting coaches (Leff, Ken & Marshall) for their patience and
perseverance with one of the older and slower learners. It all paid off and the thrill of
landing that big trout made it a special weekend at Millbrook.
l am off to Alaska (Fairbanks) for a couple of weeks to view and photograph the Aurora
Borealis. That is if everything goes to plan. No fishing this time, plus I suspect this would
not be the optimum fishing time over there.

Charlie Carabott
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Trip Report
Macalister River
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There’s always a slight risk when going out on a fishing trip for the first time with
someone you have only talked to at the club and exchanged basic pleasantries.
Having posted I was planning a possible two day fish trip on team app, a somewhat
trepidatious offer was made by Dan Mamrot to accompany him on a 3.5 hour drive
to a little spot a just north of Licola on the Macalister River.
It was an offer too good to refuse. I had some new camping gear I wanted to put
through its paces, and Dan was out for a spot of fishing and hunting. Given my lefty
politics and vegetarianism, it was fair to think discussions may not have ended
amicably. I have one basic rule; never argue with anyone that has a lethal bow and
arrow going on a remote river camp. Had Dan pulled out a banjo, I’d have changed
my mind and left a rescue me message in the Taralgon McCafé.
We left my place well before dawn, conversation was as lively as can be for that early
in the morning and sans-caffeine, arriving at the Barkly creek car park in surprisingly
good time.
I was incredibly rusty walking with a full pack, and boots/waders made for an awkward
additional weight. The walk was happily far shorter than expected with the campsite
adjacent to a sparkling noisy river with plenty of firewood nearby.

Tent, tarps and hammock was quickly set up as both of us were keen to get onto the
water. Dan went down stream, I up. He bagged 3 for the day, me with my compact
Tenkara rod nil. Dan was stunned with the lack of fishy action.
Later that evening, there was an equivalent lack of 4 legged targets.
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Day 2 saw us both walk and work upstream. I still consider myself green behind the
ears with the whole fishing caper, and really took note of Dan’s technique and
comments. A surprise big strike that Dan failed to net was the only hint of fish for
the day. Keeping with recent Red Tag travels. Plenty of other fauna was spotted, but
after another fruitless night we decided to leave early Day 3. Walking back to the
car, a rather ashen faced companion informed me that the car would not start.
Was not looking forward to the 8k walk to the crazy loner’s bunker with the dozen
rusted land cruiser hulks on his junk strewn property, but fortunately the iPod
sized battery charger saved the day. Only the weird squeaky brake pedal drove the
driver to despair.
The long drive back was chock full of amazing anecdotes that had been told to Dan
from a variety of folks that knew something of the myths and stories of old Red
Tag members. Although I scored no fish on this trip, I got something far more
important. Thanks Dan.

Andrew Rodda

The reason why we saw no rabbits
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Item
WADER REPAIRS
GORETEX WADERS ONLY
Dry waders thoroughly both inside and out before beginning repairs. After drying turn
waders inside out and lay on a flat surface. With a soft cloth dampened with
methylated spirits (alternative - isopropyl alcohol ) rub surface of wader in small areas,
about palm size. A black/brown spot will appear instantly where there is a leak, mark
immediately with a pen - small circle and cross (inside only). Continue with your
search for other leaks. The colour intensity of the spot- black through to grey, indicates
the number of membranes that have been penetrated. The darker ones will require
repair, whereas grey may indicate only minor surface penetration and not need
treatment. Repair marked penetrations with ‘Aquaseal‘ only, using the smallest
amount in a thin layer. Ensure area of wader to be repaired is kept flat. It is a slow
process and each area repaired must be allowed to cure for at least 24 hours. Aquaseal
is a clear flexible waterproof urethane adhesive which becomes flexible after it cures.
ALL OTHER WADERS
As previously, thoroughly dry waders and turn inside out. All other waders whether
breathable or not need to be filled with air in small sections e.g. foot and ankle or
calf area or thigh. Twist wader length at ends to keep air locked in. Place wader
section in a bath of water to detect air bubbles, as you would for a bicycle tube, mark
penetration with circle and cross. Repair marked penetrations with ‘Aquaseal‘ as
noted above.
TEARS IN WADERS
It is likely with tears that both inside and outside of waders will require repair. Align
tear on a flat surface using masking tape to hold touching edges in alignment. Turn
waders inside out and apply ‘Aquaseal ‘ to tear, allow to cure. The repair area beyond
tear, depending on extent of damage, may need to be 13 mm either side of tear.
Reverse waders and repeat process to outside.
IN FIELD REPAIRS
There are several products on the market for repairs on the go. For small holes and
tears use Aquaseal UV Wader Repairs. Also, there is Tenacious Tapes, who
manufacture various tapes and patches, however not all are long term solutions but
are easy to pack in your vest and quick to use beside the river.
MOULD
Avoid mould at all costs as it cannot be removed. Always ensure waders are dried
thoroughly, both inside and out. When waders are to be stored for a period - wash
and dry then hang by back buckle, not by straps otherwise the straps will stretch.
Please read manufacturer’s instructions or go to the website for all care instructions.

Tony Ryan (with lots of input from Rick Dobson).
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Trip Report
Cosgrave Reservoir
The one thing sometimes overlooked by fly fishers, is that as soon as the season opens,
the lakes are sometimes forgotten for all thing’s boulder and stream. Of course, this is
the time when the lakes hold more water, the temperature increases, and habitat and
insects come on.
Due to physical impairment, (See Ovens River article), David H., was keen for a
Friday fish on a lake rather than risk further damage to his good knee. Unlike the
Macalister trip we left my place at the more sedate time of 9:00am and were on water
by 11am. We always start at the far end of the pond, down by the reeds where the
Creswick creek flows into the reservoir. There is an old dead tree that acts as a marker
and provides good structure to fish at.
I have only been to Cosgrave 4 times in my fishing travels, only once have I come away
empty handed.
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David was on fire early scoring 3
fish in the first 30 minutes. Two
feisty red fin and a massive 3lb
rainbow on a glittery orange
wooly bugger. Maddeningly a
hatch and busy feed was just out
of casting range. The gusting
wind was shredding my casts and
causing plenty of frustration. I
took off and walked across the creek to the hillier side closer to the rise. It’s a more
technical side, and within moments of getting there soon hooked into the trees!
Word of advice don’t take what appears to be a shortcut across the creek, it’s deep,
and the reeds were an impenetrable wall.
Finally, at around 3pm I ‘matched the hatch’ as I’d had bugs flying about all day, I
put on a mayfly and started floating it around the reed beds located closer to the
carpark. Scored a small rainbow that I just felt sorry for, but at least I was on the
scoreboard. When you have gone a couple of trips and gotten nothing, you begin to
doubt your abilities to even catch a cold. By day’s end we had collectively bagged 5,
and hopefully given some clues to the members fishing the Wastell competition the
following day.

Andrew Rodda
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Library Report
Frank Sawyer Man of the Riverside
Sidney Vines George Allen and Unwin, 1984.
Frank Sawyer died in 1980. Sidney Vines compiled this biography of Sawyer and it
incorporates some of Sawyer's magazine articles and some of his unpublished work.
"Frank Sawyer was a man of Wiltshire - fisherman, river-keeper, inventor, naturalist,
writer, broadcaster and countryman. He seldom strayed far in his 73 years from the
villages of the valley of the upper Avon where he was born and died. But his fame
spread across the world... He will be remembered for the way in which, with his tiny
nymphs, he advanced the delicate art of fly fishing; but he was much more than a
fisherman.
He was a true countryman, full of wisdom and country lore, and loved the river Avon
and the wild creatures who lived by and in it." Chapters include:
Part One - Boyhood: Early days at the
Mill Cottage; Snaring big pike with
father; Tickling trout; Fly fishing and
the pike that bit; An idyll at Latton; The
untearable suit; Disaster with a wasps'
nest; sunstroke, moorhens, and
jackboots; 'Alfy's in the water, Alfy's
gone'; The great eel; The end of
boyhood.
Part Two - Manhood: Sawyer in his
teens; The Twenties and Thirties; Sir
Grimwood
Mears;
Fishing
for
television; Keeper of the stream; How to
tie the Sawyer nymphs - Pheasant Tail
Nymph, Grey Goose, Grayling or Killer
Bug; fishing the Sawyer way;
Relationships - Charles Ritz, Alex
Behrendt, Oliver Kite, Howard
Marshall, Wally Read; The river keeper
- how the Avon was revived; The buried
treasure; The humane trap; The Sawyer
that I knew.” (anglebooks.com)
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The way of a trout with a fly
GEM Skues
George Edward MacKenzie Skues, usually
known as G. E. M. Skues (1858–1949), was
a British lawyer, author and fly fisherman
most noted for the invention of modern-day
nymph fishing.
This is his second book and a contemporary
reprint (originally published in 1921) and is
considered a seminal work on nymph
fishing. According to Dr Andrew Herd, the
British fly fishing historian, Skues:
“…was, without any doubt, one of the
greatest trout fishermen that ever lived. His
achievement was the invention of fly fishing
with the nymph, a discovery that put a full
stop to half a century of stagnation in wet fly
fishing for trout and formed the bedrock for
modern sunk fly fishing. Skues' achievement
was not without controversy and provoked
what was perhaps the most bitter dispute in
fly fishing history.”
(The Fly, 2003)

Your guide to freshwater fly fishing (DVD)
Phil Weigall
A useful resource for those new to the sport.
Weigall takes you through equipment including rods, reels and fly line. He addresses
casting techniques, fly types, fish habits and habitat, as well as the skills required to
find, target, hook and land fish on fly gear. He makes no assumptions and provides
clear concise guidance that it is easy to understand.

David Honeybone
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Review
Pod Cast Review
“Anchored” with April Vokey
“Anchored” is presented by renowned fly fisher April Vokey; an angler who has
featured heavily in all forms of mainstream fly-fishing media. Vokey has done it all,
from saltwater to swinging for steelhead, to tarpon, bonefish, peacock bass, Murray
cod, the list goes on and on. Her interview style is less formulaic and heavily
improvisatory, tending to follow the direction that the interviewee leads her in rather
than reading off a list of prepared questions. “Anchored” has over 140 episodes and
covers topics from conservation, to organisations such as IGFA and PETA and still
manages to include the heavies of the fly-fishing world. Key figures interviewed
include Bill Fitzsimmons, Joe Brooks, Peter Hayes, Brian Chan, Jako Lucas and more.
Having a residence in Australia (Manly, NSW) affords her to access to communicate
with many of Australia’s prominent fly fishing and fishing figures, which is of
particular interest. Anglers interviewed include Jono Shales, Rex Hunt, Paul
Worstelling, Peter Hayes, Josh Hutchins and even the inimitable Rob Sitch (“there’s
always another podcast, somewhere”). Vokey presents an engaging podcast in a format
that is unique to the fly-fishing-podcast community and is certainly worth a listen.
Anchored w April Vokey = 4.5 Muddler Minnows out of 5

Dan Mamrot

Club News
Red Tag Photographic Competition
Now that the season is underway, don’t forget that the Red Tag photo comp is also
happening. Remember to qualify the picture has to be posted into the gallery section
of Team App.
Team app. has been a great success with almost 75% of the club’s members having
access to chat and pictures. If you are not yet on it, send red tag an email and we can
get you on lickety split.

Development Program
For the newer members of the club, aside from the club trips there has also been some
activity nights for some basic information and simple activities such as knot tying, fly
tying and gear reviews to demystify the terms and equipment needed for fly fishing.
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Casting Practice
Saturday mornings are still a good time to come and
hone the skills or get some tips from members to iron
out in wrinkles in your action and tighten those
loops.

Penang
At a recent Tuesday night meeting, Red Tag
member Bruce Ratcliffe, informed the attendees of
a wonderful guided trip on the Island of Penang. A
cornucopia of fish species was on offer, and the day
sounded incredible. Further details as follows.
https://business.facebook.com/EquatorFishing/?tnstr=k*F
The guides name was Alex, and his contact email is
Lss.alex89@gmail.com Anyone up for a club trip?

Troutlore
At yet another meeting red tag was pleased to host
Rob Gee from Troutlore for a tips and tricks session
on fly tying. A good number of members were on
hand to hear a very informative Rob explain some
of the nuances when he ties his patterns. Troutlore
is a long-time club sponsor, and we again take this
opportunity of thanking Rob for an excellent night.

Trading Table
A new addition to the Tuesday night agenda has
been the inclusion of a bargain table. Members with
a surfeit of equipment can now declutter their
homes, repair relationships, offload impulse buys or
simply on sell gear to members before taking the
usual online route.
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The Knowledge
Glossary I-J-K
Jig

Imitator

Dance
performed
on
catching that special fish.
Rarely seen.

A fly to imitate the real insect

Imitative Flies

Jigging

Flies tied to more
closely match specific
insects (for instance a
BWO Comparadun). Imitative
flies are most effective in slowmoving, clear water, with finicky
trout in fertile streams with large
populations of aquatic insects.

The technique used with subsurface
patterns
especially
nymph fishing where the angler
moves the fly up and down
erratic through the water
(vertically).

Jumping Rise

Impressionistic Flies

This is when a trout breaks out
of the water’s surface to catch a
rising or a descending insect.

Flies tied to
loosely suggest a
variety of insects
or insect families.
For instance, a
Hare's Ear nymph in sizes 12-16
can be used as both a mayfly and
a caddis fly imitation and in
larger sizes as a stonefly
imitation. Impressionistic flies
are usually most effective in
medium to fast water, in streams
with sparser populations of
aquatic insects.

Just one more cast
A virus afflicting all
fly fishers. Usually
occurs ten minutes
after you should have
been somewhere else.

Kebari

Indicator
floating
object
placed on the leader
or end of the fly
For
line to "indicate" the
take of the fly by a fish or to
indicate the path of the drift of
the fly; used when nymph
fishing with a slack line; very
effective. They are made of such
things as floating putty, poly
yarn, foam, etc.

Peter Coles

The Kebari is an artificial fly
most associated with the
Japanese style of Tenkara
fishing but can be used in most
freshwater fly fishing. Instead of
trying to incorporate an insect's
details it tends to be more
general allowing the target fish to
'connect the dots'.

Keeper
A loop of thin wire built
into the shaft of the fly rod
(near the grip) the fly can be
attached while still connected
to the tippet and line. This allows the
fly fisher freedom to walk and climb

Newsletter of the Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club Spring 2019
21

without concern about hooking trees,
grass or himself.

Getting political Dave?

Knotless Tapered Leader

A fly-fishing leader entirely
constructed from a single piece
of monofilament. Extrusion, or
acid immersion are most
commonly used to taper the
leader.

Knotted Leader

U. S . A

.K .?
. or U

A fly-fishing leader constructed
by knotting sections of different
diameter leader material to each
other to make a tapered leader.
Most commonly used knots to
construct such a leader are blood
(or barrel) knot and surgeon's
knot (see blood knot, surgeon's
knot, leader, tapered leader,
leader material).
or
s f

Killer Bug

ark
m
s
nu
Bo

The grayling killer
bug was developed
in the 1930s by
Frank Sawyer, the
same man who developed the
pheasant tail nymph. At that
time, Sawyer worked as a river
keeper on the river Avon. As part

of his duties, he was to rid the
river of grayling. According to
his grandson, Nick Sawyer, who
runs Sawyer Nymphs in the UK,
the fly that Frank developed
(which imitates the gammarus
pulex - what we call a scud) was
more effective than netting or
electro-fishing. It is very easy to
tie and uses inexpensive just
some knitting yarn, some copper
wire and a Prismacolor marker
(For more Frank Sawyer, refer
Library Report).

Kype
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A male spawning
trout or salmon
develops a hook like
protrusion on the
mandible. The kype
is
particularly
striking in salmon. The kype
functions as a secondary sexual
characteristic and influences the
formation
of
dominance
hierarchies at the spawning
grounds. The size of the kype is
believed to determine male
spawning frequency. Also found
at Red Tag committee meetings
albeit infrequently.

David Honeybone

Fly Tying
Fly tying
During some of the fly-tying sessions, (which have become increasingly popular), much was
made of an innocuous little book called the fly-tying bible, a little grey glossy spiral bound tome.
A couple of weeks later, via book depository, it arrived. Generally, I tie at home in front of my
computer screen you-tubing the many videos available, but it is nice to be able to shut down the
screen and reference a clearly formatted sequence of steps. So, as homage to the simplicity of the
layout, the next few newsletters may contain, (time permitting), patterns that are not in the
book, but can be printed, cut out and clipped into the back, just like a family recipe book. Feel
free to submit requests (recipes), or else the selection may get rather eclectic. Did someone say
Kebari? Here it is. (Cut along the dashed line).
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‘appy snaps
via the red tag team app.

Wow!
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That depth would drown any other man.
where’s Bill?

Congratulations Cam & Maja:
Welcome Remy Grace Clarke

somewhere over the rainbow

when the going gets tough...
Newsletter of the Red Tag Fly Fishers’ Club Spring 2019
26

Sponsors
With thanks for their own going support.

Aussie Angler Fishing & Tackle
Gear: Rick Dobson
30 Sherbourne Rd. Greensborough
T: 9432 1501

Big 4 Taggerty Holiday Park
3380 Maroondah Hwy Taggerty

book@big4taggerty.com.au

Like Tasmanian fishing news
on facebook?
www.tasfish.com

T:(03) 5774 7263

Supplier of quality fly fishing tackle and
equipment.
http://www.adrenalinflies.com.au

Subscribe to essential flyfisher’s
newsletters for exclusive offers.
www.essentialflyfisher.com.au

fly fishing DVD’s and films
Rise Festival Australia
www.gin-clear.com

Hurley’s Fly Fishing
Gavin Hurley
489 South Rd. Bentleigh
T:9532 1583

Ahead of our time since the beginning
Unit 19-20 52 Corporate Blvd
Bayswater
www.afn.com.au

Jim Baumgurtel
4 Trade Place Lilydale Vic 3140
www.flyfinz.com
m: 0410 423 430

Slickness down to a science

1051 Riversdale Road, Surrey Hills
We’ve been selling and servicing
prestige cars since 1983…
www.riversdaleprestige.com.au
Rio Fly Lines
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