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2020 Red Tag
Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President: Barney Stephens
Vice President: Vin McCaughey
Secretary: Bill Jackson
Treasurer: Don Amour
Trip Coordinator: Dan Mamrot
Leff Andropof (Casting Coordinator)
Craig Bolch (Development Program)
Cameron Clarke (Assistant Secretary)
Peter Coles: Trip Planner (Calendar)
Sean Ehlert (New member coordinator)
David Honeybone (Library & Newsletter)
Andrew Rodda (Newsletter Editor)
Tony Ryan

Red Tag acknowledges the woi-wurrung and boon wurrung language groups of the eastern Kulin nations on whose
unceded land we walk and fish. We pay our respect to the ancestors and elders, past, present and emerging.
We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and culture.

News
Editorial:
What a horrific summer season we have had. Lives, property and much habitat and
animals lost. That there would be fires was not unexpected. The intensity, duration
and extent of these fires should not just be written off as “the new normal”.
Fish kills are now being reported throughout New South Wales in water catchments
effected by fire, caused by runoff from sudden rain events leading to low oxygen levels
in streams.
The Red Tag Club Committee have already met to discuss the club’s response at how
to best target help and will announce action shortly. We are also open to your thoughts
in regard to this matter, so please get in touch with the committee if you have any
suggestions.
Tight Lines keep safe.

Andrew Rodda and David Honeybone.
Cover Page: A contender for the photo competition.
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President’s Message

W

elcome to another edition of our newsletter, the first
for 2020.
The recent bushfires have been shocking for everyone,
not just in Australia, but also garnering international support and
sympathy. I’m sure that just about every member will have been
affected some way, either directly or indirectly through someone
known to them. The committee is currently looking at ways that as
a club we can support the recovery program, especially where the
fires have had a direct impact on the streams and communities where we fish. We are
considering donations and fundraising, but also would like to offer “boots on the ground”
where revegetation programs and the like are undertaken. Careful assessments of the areas
where this targeted assistance can be of maximum benefit are already underway.
The Australian Trout Foundation, an entirely voluntary organisation, would no doubt benefit
from our support and it will be one group that I will have further discussions with.
There are still however many of our favourite streams that have not been affected and when
members have been able to get out, our Team App postings have shown many fine trout
coming to the net.
Our Trips and Activities programs for the year are now finalised and there is something there
for everyone. A quick day trip or a weekend or longer away, fancy a bit of saltwater or chasing
a cod, or begin you fly fishing with our Development Program, learn how to tie a fly, improve
your casting with an expert, monthly activity meetings.
We will also be asking for expressions of interest from members who would like to travel a bit
further afield. Tassie, New Zealand, Christmas Island are a few of the more popular
destinations we will be looking at. No details yet but it’s in the pipeline.
The committee will miss Cameron Clarke’s input as he’s decided to stay up North with his
family, but will still be a ‘Redtagger’ and hopefully join up with us on one of our trips later on.
(Enjoy your trip to Aitutaki Cam, I’ve been trying to convince my better half that it’s way
better than a Bali holiday!)
Finally, a word about our sponsors. Although we do not charge any fees, we do approach them
each year for donations to go towards our annual dinner raffle. If you can please support them
with your purchases and let them know you are a Red Tag member, whether ordering online
or face-to-face. You may even receive a discount!
Tight Lines ‘n Loops

Barney Stephens
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Club
Trip
Swampy
Plains
Friday, November
29 to Monday,
December 2, 2019.
The Swampy Plains
River trip was the
first to be undertaken
by the club under the
tutelage of guide
Scott Xanthoulakis.
From Saturday, November 30 to Monday, December 2, six members paired up and were
guided for a day by Scott (one pair per day). Eight members attended overall and stayed at
the Khancoban Lakeside Caravan Park (next to the Khancoban pondage), which provided a
much-needed haven after the rigours of each day.

Craig’s Story…
Looking at the weather forecast I was concerned the fishing was going to be tough, but I was
pleasantly surprised with the fishing and the weather was not too bad.
I arrived Friday night to get stuck straight into a Caddis hatch with fish leaping out of the
water. Some intense fishing but no fish caught, but I was encouraged to witness so much
insect activity.
Saturday, Andy and I drove over the mountains to fish the upper Swampy, we fished above
the Geehi junction and also further downstream on the Geehi flats. Despite fishing some
beautiful crystal-clear water, we did not see a fish so packed up and went back to Khancoban
to fish the Swampy below the airport. By this time the river had risen and was flowing quite
strongly but I managed to catch a nice 1.5lb brown on a bead head nymph.
Sunday was my turn to be guided. I had fished with Scott at Millbrook lakes and was looking
forward to the day. We fished on private property lower down on the Swampy. The water
level had dropped and in the morning we had perfect conditions. Andy was off to a good
start pulling two out of the first run.
I tied on two heavy bead head nymphs and fished the deeper runs. The fished seemed to be
holding deep and at the time would not rise for a dry. Eventually I got off the mark catching
some good conditioned browns.
The fishing really improved for me in the late afternoon. As the light lowered the fished
moved to the top of the pools into shallow water in anticipation for the caddis hatch. I tied
on a large brown emerger pattern, with a bright pink post indicator and a small caddis white
caddis nymph with a black bead head. I managed to pull three fish out of the one run,
including the fish of the trip a 4lb brown. As the evening progressed, we had another caddis
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hatch, so we changed to the dry and managed 30 minutes of dry fly fishing catching a few
on the white caddis moth.
On Monday I applied what I learnt from Scott and fished the Swampy below the wall. There
were some fish rising at the end of the pool and I managed to catch a couple swinging the
dry and caddis nymph past their noses. They would hit the caddis so hard it would almost
pull the rod from your hand.
This is a great area to fish with lots of options and the accommodation at the Khancoban
caravan park is very comfortable and affordable. Overall, it was an enjoyable trip and I would
recommend the area to anyone thinking about a long weekend fishing location.
Craig Bolch

David’s Story…
As a non-guided participant, I was extremely grateful to Scott for meeting us all for a beer on
the Friday night and sharing his knowledge of the area. As I had brought a map of the area
(cough) it helped plan ahead.
Bernie and I were the non-guided participants for the weekend and on the Saturday, we drove
back into Victoria with a view to fish the Nariel Creek. I had recently read an article about
this water and although a few years old it had whetted my appetite. We drove to Stacey’s
Bridge then bush-bashed our way downstream speculating on whether pigs or deer had been
through before us. Progress was rather slow…so we crossed the creek and found ourselves in
the backyards of properties. We almost got away with our ninja approach but at the last
property the dogs were out in force. Two lassies and something much more square-jawed
and buttock clenching was approaching with a great hullabaloo. We stopped. They kept
coming. Brace for impact. But square jaw was decidedly slower. Three legs will do that to a
dog. The owner had followed them out and after a pleasant chat with her we continued on
for my part slightly more relaxed.
The Nariel is a beautiful creek shielded by mature riparian growth and a reasonable bed to
wade. We both caught brown trout mainly on the nymph and spent a good hour at an
amazing pool just before an acute bend in the course of the creek. We could see trout. Big
trout. And they followed our flies. But would they take them?
On the Sunday we fished the Upper Murray and caught a brown trout each amidst stunning
scenery and very steady rain. I did fish the Swampy on the Monday but to no avail. That’s
where a guide helps…
I can’t recommend this trip enough. I had never visited this area before and it was well worth
it. If you are considering going in 2020 then please feel free to ask Sean Elhert or Craig for
more information.

David Honeybone
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Club News
The Red Tag Photographic Competition
Please keep posting your photos to the Team App Gallery.
Don't forget there are two categories; Landscapes and Catch. Further details were set out in the
Winter 2019 edition of Tight Lines but, in summary, the entries are restricted to two of your
best photos previously posted on Team App this season. The entry date is yet to be finalised and
I suggest that you keep a higher resolution image for submission.
Good fishing and enjoy the scenery.

Frank Groeneveld

Upcoming Event
The Lake Wendouree
Two Fly for the Jim
Thomas Memorial
Trophy
28-29th March
Bookings by March 26th
Entry Cost $50
Established in 2015, The
Lake Wendouree Two Fly,
is a competition where fly
fishers can only use two
randomly selected flies for the weekend.
For more information contact Shane Stevens 0408 179 927 or http://trybooking.com/571689

Team App: Trips and Events up and running
All the proposed club trips are now up on team app. Please take the time to RSVP with a
yes/no or maybe, to help organizers with proposed numbers and logistics. It will also help
with return trips for 2021. Activity Nights, casting and other events will also be added.

Out and about
Club member Mike Ogden, a Canadian studying in Australia but currently based in Germany
went on a fishing trip to Estonia. He emailed this through…
I never gave you an update about my Estonian fishing escapade! It kind of
slipped my mind because there was a LOT more drinking than fishing. We got
unseasonably cold weather, including their first snowfall and daily rain. Bit of
a bummer but I managed to catch around 10 small sea trout and grayling on the
first day (first time getting a grayling), so that satisfied me, but nobody caught
a thing after the first day. In the end, two of the five guys didn't catch anything,
and they were the spin fishers :P. Still had a blast though!
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Library Report
Fishing Atlas to Victorian Inland Waters
Trevor Hawkins, Martin Auldist,
Bill Classon AFN 2019
Many thanks to Andrew Rodda who
donated this title. Those of you who
attended the Wild Trout Conference
last year will have a copy as well.
Originally published in 2015 this
edition was updated in 2019 and is
packed with information about
fishing locations throughout the
state. A valuable addition to the club
library.
“The inland waters of
Victoria offer a diverse
array of freshwater fishing
over an equally diverse
geographical
landscape.
From vast dry plains to the
west, where there are few
rivers and lakes to some of
the country’s highest peaks
to the east.
Freshwater
fishing
in
Victoria
is
extremely
popular with an everincreasing band of anglers
heading out on weekends to
tackle some of our best
native sportfish such as
Murray Cod or yellowbelly,
game fish such as trout or
Chinook salmon or simply
after a good feed of tasty
redfin. For the most part,
many of the waters listed in
this book are within a
relatively easy short drive
from Melbourne, Victoria’s
capital city.” (afn.com.au)

David Honeybone
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Reviews
Pod Cast Review
Australian Lure Fishing Podcast with Greg Vinall
With a few non-fly-fishing posts coming through on Team-app, I thought it would be the
perfect opportunity to review a non-fly fishing podcast. "The Australian Lure Fishing Podcast" is
hosted by Greg Vinall, owner of "Doc Lures". Vinall’s background as a scientist carries into the
podcast imparting a constant sense of logic. Uploading three episodes per week that cover
different fisher-people, guests discuss their expert opinions on their favourite species and
locations. From Maribyrnong bream to Hervey bay marlin, the insights given to each species and
locale are invaluable to assisting anglers (including fly-fishers) to cracking the code. With
frequent uploads, interesting guests and a relevant topic, this podcast is certainly one to check
out.
The Australian Lure Fishing Podcast 5 “Pink Thing”’s out of 5

Dan Mamrot

The Knowledge
From the

minds of members

Fishing reel history
In literary records, the earliest evidence of the fishing reel comes from a 4th-century
AD work entitled Lives of Famous Immortals. The earliest known depiction of a
fishing reel comes from a Southern Song (1127–1279) painting done in 1195 by Ma
Yuan (c. 1160–1225) called "Angler on a Wintry Lake," showing a man sitting on a
small sampan boat while casting out his fishing line.
Other examples of fishing with reels have been seen in Chinese and Armenian
literature and art from between 1280 and 1651.
Development in England
A primitive reel was first cited in the book, "The Art of Angling" 1651. Fishing reels
first appeared in England around 1650, a time of growing interest in fly fishing.
Tackle design began to improve from the 1880s. The introduction of new woods to
the manufacture of fly rods made it possible to cast flies into the wind on silk lines,
instead of horse hair. These lines allowed for a much greater casting distance.
Development in the United States
The American, Charles F. Orvis, designed and distributed a novel reel and fly design
in 1874, described by reel historian Jim Brown as the "benchmark of American reel
design," and the first fully modern fly reel. The founding of The Orvis Company
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helped institutionalize fly fishing by supplying angling equipment via the circulation
of his tackle catalogues, distributed to a small but devoted customer list.
The Fly Reel
A fly reel is a single-action reel, normally
operated by stripping line off the reel with
one hand, while casting the rod with the
other hand. The purpose of a fly reel is to
store line, provide smooth uninterrupted
tension (drag) when a fish makes a long
run, and counterbalance the weight of
your fly rod when casting. When used in
fly fishing, the fly reel has traditionally
been rather simple in terms of mechanical
construction, and little has changed from
the design patented by Charles F. Orvis of
Vermont in 1874.
Orvis first introduced the idea of using
light metals with multiple perforated holes
to construct the housing, resulting in a
lighter reel that also allowed the spooled
fly line to dry more quickly than a
conventional, solid-sided design. Early fly
reels placed the crank handle on the right
side of the reel. Most had no drag
mechanism but were fitted with a
click/pawl mechanism intended to keep the reel from overrunning when line was
pulled from the spool. To slow a fish, the angler simply applied hand pressure to the
rim of the revolving spool.
At one time, multiplier fly reels were widely available. These reels had a geared line
retrieve of 2:1 or 3:1 that allowed faster retrieval of the fly line. However, their
additional weight, complexity and expense did not justify the advantage of faster line
retrieval in the eyes of many anglers. As a result, today they are rarely used, and have
largely been replaced by large-arbor designs with large diameter spools for faster line
retrieval.
Automatic fly reels use a coiled spring mechanism that pulls the line into the reel with
the flick of a lever. Automatic reels tend to be heavy for their size and have limited line
capacity. Automatic fly reels peaked in popularity during the 1960s, and since that
time they have been outsold many times over by manual fly reels.
Modern fly reels typically have more sophisticated disc-type drag systems made of
composite materials that feature increased adjustment range, consistency, and
resistance to high temperatures from drag friction. Most of these fly reels also feature
large-arbor spools designed to reduce line memory, maintain consistent drag and assist
the quick retrieval of slack line in the event a hooked fish makes a sudden run towards
the angler. Most modern fly reels are ambidextrous, allowing the angler to place the
crank handle of the reel on either the right or the left side as desired.
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Saltwater fly reels are designed specifically for use in an ocean environment. Saltwater
fly reels are normally large-arbor designs, having a much larger diameter spool than
most freshwater fly reels. These large arbor reels provide an improved retrieve ratio
and considerably more line and backing capacity, optimizing the design for the long
runs of powerful ocean game fish. To prevent corrosion, saltwater fly reels often use
aerospace aluminium frames
and
spools,
electroplated
and/or stainless
steel components, with sealed and waterproof bearing and drive mechanisms.
Fly-reel drag systems have two purposes:
1. They prevent spool overrun when stripping line from the reel while casting, and
2. Tire out running fish by exerting pressure on the line that runs in the opposite
direction
There are four main drag systems that are used with the fly reel and these are the:
•
•
•
•

Ratchet-and-pawl
Calliper drags
Disc drags
Center - line drags

The ratchet-and-pawl drag clicks automatically while the spool is spinning. The
calliper drag causes the callipers to brush up against the reel spool. A disc drag is when
pressure is applied on the plates which then applies pressure on the spool. Center line drags also known as the best kind of drag because the pressure is directly on the
spool close to the axis of rotation.
Advantages of a Large Arbor Fly Reel
Large-arbor reels dominate the market these days, however standard-arbor reels
haven't been totally forgotten or ignored.
Large-arbor reels are so prolific because they provide several advantages. Some folks
(like myself) also think they just look cooler as well. As mentioned, standard-arbor
reels are still around as are some mid-arbor reels (which basically have an arbor sized
between a standard and a large), but for the purposes of this article we'll contrast large
with standard since they have the biggest size difference. So, if you're unfamiliar with
the most noteworthy differences between these arbor styles, read on!
Retrieve Rate: This one comes first because it's the most marketable and widely known advantage provided by a large-arbor reel. The arbor of a reel is the center of
the spool. Some may even refer to it as the bottom of the spool or its core. On a
standard-arbor reel, this core is very narrow, while on a large-arbor reel it's much wider
in diameter. Think of it like a toilet paper roll (standard arbor) vs. a coffee can (large
arbor). This bigger arbor helps give the reel a faster retrieve speed, but only increasing
the arbor size isn't the best solution.
With the increased arbor diameter, a large arbor reel's overall diameter should be
increased as well.
If only a reel's arbor is made bigger but not the overall reel diameter, two problems
arise. Firstly, think of a standard and large arbor reel that are both the same sizes
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overall. Once the reels are packed full of line and backing, the circumferences and thus
the retrieval rates of these reels would still be the same. Second, backing capacity would
suffer greatly on the large-arbor reel since the arbor is taking up all that useful space at
the center of the spool where the backing would normally be. The large-arbor reel will
run out of backing before any retrieval advantage can be seen.
To compensate, a large-arbor reel should have a bigger overall diameter. The larger
arbor and larger overall size offers the best of both worlds: a bigger circumference for
a much faster retrieve speed regardless of how much line is on the spool, along with
good backing capacity. That's why if you compared a standard and large-arbor reel
that were both perfect for, say, a 5-weight line, the large-arbor reel should be the bigger
of the two.
Line Memory: A smaller arbor means the line and especially the backing will be wound
in tighter circles which can make for a slightly more "kinky" line. A large-arbor reel
lets the line come off the reel a bit more "relaxed."
Dry Backing: Many times, you'll find porting along the inside and sides of a reel's
large arbor. This simply means there are holes or slots here rather than a solid surface.
Not only does this reduce weight by a small amount, but it helps soaked backing dry
quicker by exposing a little more of it to the sun and wind.
Drag Tension Difference: As line is pulled off a reel, the drag pressure slowly increases
naturally. Think about a standard-arbor reel that's full of line. As you strip line off the
reel, the drag pressure feels pretty consistent at first because there's a large
circumference of line still on the reel which helps the spool spin easier when tugged
upon. However, as you strip more and more line from the reel, the circumference of
line narrows. As you get down near the core of the spool, the circumference of line is
much smaller which increases drag pressure pretty drastically. Large-arbor reels suffer
from this too, but since the arbor and reel diameter are both bigger to begin with, the
effects will be less.

Cameron Clarke
Sources:
Advantages of a Large Arbor Fly Reel. (June, 2017). Retrieved from https://www.demystifly.com/singlepost/2017/06/11/Advantages-of-a-Large-Arbor-Fly-Reel
Fishing reel. (September, 2019). Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fishing_reel#Fly_reel
[Many thanks for the article Cam, please consider yourself this newsletter’s new, and only, interstate
correspondent. -Eds.
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And another thing
The Glossary

Maxillary - the rear bone of the upper jaw
of a fish.

Mamrot (Dan) – club
member, trip planner, muso,
podcast reviewer, fly fisher,
hunter, top bloke in a
crisis…is there no end to this
guy’s talents? See also Ed. (the earlier
model).

Marabou - fluffy and soft down or
underfeathers from
most birds, but
particularly for
fly tying,
marabou
comes from
chickens,
turkeys or
other
domestic fowl.
(Not to be
confused with
Caribou;
Ms. Sally Rand responsible for the
MUCH
Marabou drought of 1947.
harder to
find the feathers!)

Mayfly - world-wide, the most commonly
imitated aquatic insect. Most dry fly and
nymph patterns imitate this insect. Nymph
stage of the mayfly lasts approximately one
year; adult stages last one to three days. The
adult has one pair of upright wings, making
it look like a small sailboat. Mayflies are
commonly found in cold or cool freshwater
environments. (refer also Matching the
hatch)

Mending Line - method used after the
line is on the water to achieve a drag free
float. It constitutes a flip, or series of flips
with the rod tip, which puts a horseshoe
shaped bow in the line. This slows down the
speed with which the line travels
if mended upstream and speeds
up the line if mended
downstream. For example: if a
cast is across the flow of the
stream and the fastest part of the
current is on your side, the
mends would typically be made
upstream to slow the line down
so it keeps pace with the fly
traveling in the slower current
across from you.
The idea is to minimize stream
current drag: throwing a loop of
the line (mending) into the drifting line can
help it to move at the same speed as the
current, reducing current drag. Depending

Matching the hatch - an attempt by a fly
angler to select
an artificial fly
that imitates the
colour, size,
shape and
behaviour of
natural insects
that fish are
feeding on at a
particular time.
Often when a
hatch is
happening, fish
become very
selective and refuse insects that are not the
most abundant. Very often leading to
mumbling and madness (see insanity).
12

Muddler - normally a deer hair headed fly.

on the cast and the drift situation,
appropriate mends may be up, down, or
across the stream with or without a series
of ‘S’ mends to combat drag.

Midge - a term properly applied to the
small
Dipterans
that trout
feed on.
Many people
call them
gnats. Adult's
appearance is
similar to
mosquitoes.
Midges have
two wings
that lie in a
flat "V" shape over the back when at rest.
They are also known as "the fly fisher's
curse" because of their small size and trout's
affinity to feeding upon them. The term
"midge" is sometimes loosely applied (and
incorrectly so) when referring to small
mayflies.
Monofilament - a clear, supple nylon
filament used in all types of fishing that is
available in many breaking strengths and
diameters.
[As some folks may have discovered, I
occasionally sneak in some hidden obscure
youtube links into the newsletter. Hint for this
one: Click on Midge]

Murrindindi River
37°19'35.3"S 145°30'08.1"E

- a little gem often overlooked by other
clubs (but not by the Red Tag Club). The
headwaters of the Murrindindi River rise on
the western slopes of the Victorian Alps and
descend to flow into the Yea River. “A cool
and reliable flow through even dry summers,
ensures a consistent trout population.”
(Weigall 2014) Many access points are
available and a club trip is planned for later
this year. Highly recommended.

David Honeybone
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Sponsors
With thanks for their own going support.

Aussie Angler Fishing &
Tackle Gear: Rick Dobson

Big 4 Taggerty Holiday Park
3380 Maroondah Hwy Taggerty

30 Sherbourne Rd. Greensborough
T: 9432 1501

book@big4taggerty.com.au

Like Tasmanian fishing news
on facebook?
www.tasfish.com

T:(03) 5774 7263

Supplier of quality fly fishing tackle and
equipment.
http://www.adrenalinflies.com.au

Subscribe to essential flyfisher’s
newsletters for exclusive offers.
www.essentialflyfisher.com.au

fly fishing DVD’s and films
Rise Festival Australia
www.gin-clear.com

Hurley’s Fly Fishing
Gavin Hurley
489 South Rd. Bentleigh
T:9532 1583

Ahead of our time since the beginning
Unit 19-20 52 Corporate Blvd
Bayswater
www.afn.com.au

Jim Baumgurtel
4 Trade Place Lilydale Vic
3140 www.flyfinz.com
m: 0410 423 430

Slickness down to a science

Rio Fly Lines
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‘appy snaps via redtag team app.
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