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2019-20 Red Tag 
Committee: 
• President: Barney Stephens
• Vice Presidents: Vin McCaughey
• Secretary: Bill Jackson
• Treasurer: Don Amour
• Trip Coordinator: Dan Mamrot
• Leff Andropof (Casting Coordinator)
• Craig Bolch (Development Program)
• Cameron Clarke (Assistant Secretary)
• Peter Coles: Trip Planner (Calendar)
• Sean Ehlert (New member coordinator)
• David Honeybone (Library & Newsletter)
• Andrew Rodda (Newsletter Editor)
• Tony Ryan

Red Tag acknowledges the woi wurrung and boon wurrung language groups of the eastern Kulin nations on whose 
unceded land we walk and fish. We pay our respect to the ancestors and elders, past, present and emerging.  
We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and culture. 

News 
Editorial: 

Where has the year gone? 

Hopefully all of you have managed to get out in amongst it all and fished well. As I 
write this editorial, summer has started with a bit of a whimper in the south of 
Australia while other parts of the country have flamed and burned with tremendous 
devastation of country. 

The prognosis from the meteorologists is one of yet another dry hot summer, putting 
further stress on our precious river systems. Deep pools and harder to access head 
waters may be the destination of choice in the upcoming months ahead. 

Also, in this edition, a fantastic article from Ian Mitchell on dry fly fishing. A great 
reminder that the strength of this newsletter is from the contributions of its readers. 

So, whatever you choose to do or not do, for the summer break, from all at Red Tag, 

Tight Lines. 

Andrew Rodda and David Honeybone. 
Cover Page: Murray River (Tom Groggin). By David Honeybone. 
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President’s Message 
On behalf of the committee at Red Tag, let me take this opportunity to wish all 
members and their families a wonderful and safe Christmas. 

And while I’m mentioning the committee, I’d like to thank them all for their hard 
work and dedication to the club. Many extra hours of work go on behind the scenes 
at the club, and by sharing the workload we have been able to achieve a great deal this 
year.  

At the risk of singling out individuals, I would like to personally thank our Secretary, 
Bill Jackson, for the countless hours he spends in ensuring that the wheels run 
smoothly, and everything is done in a timely and thorough manner. I certainly could 
not do the job without you Bill. 

It’s always good to welcome new members to the club, and we now have over 100 
members. Some will get bitten by the fly-fishing bug (of which there is no known 
cure!) and continue with the sport for years to come. Others may come and try it out 
and for whatever reasons not continue as members. 

We have a lot of opportunities for all our members to participate at whatever level 
they feel comfortable with, and one of these is the organised fishing trips. David 
Honeybone, on behalf of the committee, has sent all members a quick questionnaire, 
to see if there are ways we can increase the numbers of participants. I urge you to spend 
a couple of minutes responding to it as everyone’s input is both valuable and 
anonymous. 

We have no new information on the Yarra Bend development at this stage. 

I’m looking forward to putting on my new Simms Red Tag shirt when they arrive 
shortly. We have ordered a limited number to keep as stock, so if you see the new 
product and want one, get in quick, as to use the phrase “get in quick as numbers are 
limited.” 

2020 is shaping up to be another great year for the club, with several new activities 
and trips planned. With water levels and water temperatures changing we are hoping 
to increase our focus on targeting Australian native fish. Victorian Fisheries have 
released literally millions of native fish in our dams and waterways and I think they 
will become increasingly important as a fishery. (Just ask Dan Marmot what they are 
like to target). I’m told that the “boof” of a Murray Cod on a surface fly makes the 
knees of seasoned anglers tremble. 

Also, thanks again to our wonderful newsletter editors Andrew and David for once 
again putting together another great read. I have been told by many members from 
other clubs how much they like our newsletters. 

See you on the water somewhere, 

tight lines ’n loops 

Barney Stephens 
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Article 
Dry Fly – How to hook’em 

How do I hook them – Dry Fly fishing? 

Ian Mitchell 

I like taking beginner's fly-fishing; beginners ask fundamental questions, and in 
searching for a suitable explanation I am forced to think more deeply on topics I 
sometimes take for granted. Their questions often go to the core of understanding of 
fly-fishing. Questions we probably should ask ourselves more often. 

How do I hook them (on the Dry)? A beginner who has missed four strikes in a row 
asked me this question most recently a year ago. My Answer: "Easy, when the trout 
takes the fly, wait for the trout to close its mouth and turn down, and tighten the line 
with a smooth lift of the rod. Although in reality, it is not that easy all the time. I have 
missed more than four in a row before, and more recently than I might like to admit. 

This answer may seem to be an oversimplification, but it is the essence of How To, 
and more importantly helps us understand why we are not hooking them as often as 
we might like. Whilst a missed strike is often attributed to factors beyond our control, 
it is mostly likely due to one or more mistakes, mistakes we all make to some degree. 

Every trout take is different, and there are many things that can go wrong between the 
trout's rise to the fly and a firmly hooked one. Let us dissect my initial answer, 
examining all the things that can go wrong, and in so doing uncover what we can do 
to improve the odds. I will break into three: 

1. When the trout takes the fly,
2. When the trout has closed its mouth and turned down
3. Tighten the line with a smooth lift of the rod

1. When the trout takes the fly

Sometimes it does not. It just looks like it did.  Watch the video below carefully, the 
first rise looks like a take, but the fly was not taken. I thought it was in real time and 
only on watching the video later, did I realise my mistake! 

YouTube Link (https://youtu.be/Php1Nt95-G0) 

https://youtu.be/Php1Nt95-G0
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We expect a take, so to our brain, every rise or slash, is always a take, even when it is 
not. Trout are not perfect, sometimes they just miss the fly, especially young trout. 
When a fly drags at the last minute, the trout sometimes just misjudges the take.  Small 
trout, especially rainbows, cannot or do not take the fly in one go. A high floating or 
large terrestrial can be too big for them to suck through the surface film. Instead, they 
can slash at it, porpoise on it, with the intention of drowning it, and then they come 
back and take it sub surface a few seconds later. 

So, what to do? 

• Watch carefully
• Wait a little longer

Splashy rises are usually indicative of a small trout.  If I suspect small trout, I will wait 
a little longer before I lift. If the clarity is good, and the angle of light favourable, 
sometimes you will see the miss. Sometimes the fly bobs up almost immediately after 
a missed rise/slash, or sometimes you can see the fly has been submerged, and with 
luck, the trout will return and take it. Waiting a little longer is a good strategy anyway, 
especially for big fish, (more on that later). 

What about the second take? Was it a miss, or a quick rejection? On waters where the 
trout see many flies, and many anglers, and have been hooked before, they seem to be 
quick to reject a fly, and some days it can be seem almost impossible to hook them. 

When the trout has closed its mouth and turned down 

Typically, a trout sits just off the current, facing upstream, and watches for likely food 
drifting into view. When it sees an insect on the surface, it rises up, still facing 
upstream, nose first, and drifts back and noses up under its prey. Then mouth agape, 
it slurps down water and the fly, closes its mouth and swims back down. If you tighten 
the line just as it has turned down, the hook should pull into the corner of the trout’s 
mouth and find firm purchase. If you wait too long, the trout will eject the fly, realising 
it is not food; on the other hand, if you tighten too quickly, the fly can be pulled from 
the trouts open mouth. When you have the luxury of seeing the trout rise and turn 
down, watch carefully and tighten as it does so, you will see its dorsal fin start to sink, 
or the tip of its tail break the surface.  Note: the bigger the trout, the slower this all 
happens, you really do have to relax and take your time. I have missed too many of 
these bigger slow rises than I would like to admit; overcoming my impatience, is not 
easy. 

However, in fast water, trout, especially rainbows, will smash, slash and grab.  They 
do not have much time to be fussy, or take the fly at leisure, so it all happens in a great 
hurry.  Setting the hook has to be a lot quicker in this situation, unless of course the 
take was not a take. 

To make things more challenging, sometimes the trout has to swim across the current 
to take the fly; sometimes the trout swims downstream to follow the fly and then takes 
it facing downstream.  I have noticed that if the fly drags slightly there is a higher 
chance the trout will not take it straight away and is more likely to follow it down 
before taking it or refusing it instead. The more you can eliminate drag, the less this 
will happen. However, in the circumstances where you see the trout, take the fly 
sideways, watch to see where it turns, and strike in the opposite direction. The 
downstream takes are one of the hardest to set the hook properly. A fishing friend in 
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New Zealand advises trying to lift upwards as much as possible hoping to set the fly 
in the top lip: it works for him! 

So, what to do. The canonical teaching method for timing the strike to the rise is to 
wait for a count of three, or to say "god-save-the queen" and then tighten.  This is 
appropriate for a slow take of a brown on a quiet pool, but not for a feisty rainbow's 
slashing take in fast water.  

My best advice is: 

• Cast accurately, if you can see the trout, it won't have to move far.
• Eliminate drag, even micro drag, and you will get more upstream takes which are

easy to time.
• Watch the take, try to time the lift, when the trout has turned away.
• Base the timing on the speed of the take:

o slow water = slow takes = late lift,
o fast water = fast take = lift sooner

• Base timing on size of trout
o Big trout, wait longer, then lift
o Small trout, the take might be fast, but it might be a miss, let your sub

conscious decide -> slow or quick
Tighten the line 

Beginners often do not realise a trout has taken their fly, or, if they do, it takes a 
moment or two to sink in. Therefore, it is not unusual for them to not lift the rod at 
all, especially if they are waiting to 'feel' the bite. 

Once past this initial surprise, the main reason anglers do not tighten the line correctly, 
is that there is too much slack between the fly and their rod. Each little bit of slack 
line between the rod and the fly adds to the delay between the lift of the rod, and the 
line tightening to set the hook.  If the slack is poorly and inconsistently managed, it 
creates an unpredictable delay between lift and set, and probably one of the biggest 
sources of frustration with hook setting. 

If there is too much slack, and the rod is lifted correctly, the line will never tighten 
enough to set the hook.  The usual response to this is to rip the rod up as fast as 
possible to get rid of this slack, which often rips the fly out of the trouts mouth, and 
can even lead to breaking the tippet, or even worse a rod (oh yes, I have done it !). 

What to do? 

• Manage the line at the same speed of the natural drift of the fly.

When you do it correctly, there will be a J curve in the line from the tip of the rod to 
the surface of the water. If it is too fast the fly will create a wake, if too slow, loops of 
line will gather below the rod tip and drift down stream. If the fly is drifting in a slow 
current, strip slowly, if in a fast-current strip fast. A quick check on the slack at the 
rod tip can help calibrate your speed. I like to imagine that I am stripping the line at 
the same speed as the fly/water; this helps me watch the fly and not the slack at my 
rod tip. If fishing at an angle across the current, point the rod at the fly and follow it 
down stream as you strip. When the take comes, the relaxed lift of the rod will move 
the fly a few inches, and the hook will set (most of the time). The following sequence 
demonstrates these principles. 
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The Cast 

Waiting for the take 
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The Take

The hook is set 

Summary 

If you are having trouble setting the hook, first and foremost get your line management 
under control and eliminate slack. Without this, timing the strike will just be a gamble, 
and more often a losing one. Take careful note of the water speed; remember the lift 
matches the take, which matches the speed of the water (mostly). Next watch carefully 
and when you see the trout has taken and turned (use your imagination as well as your 
eyes) and make a relaxed lift of the rod, enough to move the fly a few inches. More 
often than not, it should result in the thrill of the solid weight of a nice fish. 

Ian Mitchell
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Keynote Speaker: Hilary Hutcheson 

News 
Talk Wild Trout Conference 

Well the drive from Melbourne to Mansfield, as many of you would already know is 
about 2 ½ hours, after enduring the seemingly perpetual road works of Plenty Road, 
and the horror that is the ridiculous South Morang roundabout, the remaining drive 
was a breeze with barely a car or horse float in sight. 

Arrived in Yea where the petrol was cheaper than the ‘burbs and made it to Mansfield 
with time to spare before the conference began. 

This year’s event had a far more casual vibe, with attendance numbers significantly 
lower than 2018.  

The agenda for this year’s conference was similar to last, reporting on ongoing trials 
and similar themes. 

The morning session keynote was entertainingly delivered by Montana native Hilary 
Hutcheson. Her message was an important and timely one. The theme was the nature 
of adventure and how the unexpected journey can sometimes offer the most rewarding 
experiences. 

She talked of her own upbringing and the joy of having Glacier National Park as her 
‘backyard’. Despite the unprecedented Federal roll-back of environmental regulations 
state and local laws still hold to some extent. If the temperature exceeds 27oC for more 
than 3 days in a row, fishing stops. This is due to the fact that when water temperature 
exceeds 21oC 80% of catch and release fish swim off to die. Forget the grip and grin, 
time to leave the net at home as well? It was certainly food for thought. 

Her final memorable yarn was of fly fishing in Estonia and being guided by the most 
eccentric vodka swilling, chain smoking, raw herring eating, thrash-goth-metal fan she 
had ever met. I won’t reveal the twist in her story other than to say her guide gave her 
the most memorable fishing trip she has ever experienced. 

But adventure need not be exotic, fishing even when the weather is miserable, or 
always keeping a rod in the car, just in case, is just as important. 
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Keynote Speaker: Greg French 
https://riverfly.com.au/wp-content/uploads/greg-blog-pano1.jpg 

Greg French is one of Australia’s best-known fishing identities. His talk was largely 
about ‘wild’. Somewhat controversially he suggested that the emphasis on stocking 
fish into the environment is counterproductive. That healthy natural systems recover 
better when left without intervention. It was the aquaculture industry in Tasmania 
that had such as excess of fish that pushed the stock numbers up. 

Genetically wild trout fend better in the wild than hatchery bred fish, and he gave 
clear examples where regionally distinct trout sub-species can be genetically degraded 
by a more homogenous stock influx. It was interesting to hear an articulate clear 
alternative to the usual narrative of boosting numbers as a publicity point for crowd 
numbers on opening season weekend… 

The dynamics of this year’s sessions were oddly paced. The ongoing Jordan Scotty 
incubator trials are still somewhat inconclusive, research is still ongoing. The state of 
the river's presentation was brief and largely a case of “it’s all in the book folks…” 

By the time lunch was called, I’m afraid this conference correspondent took the advice 
of Hillary H., and snuck off to the ‘dindi for a quick fish. Unfortunately, while my 
Tenkara casting technique is improving the tally is not. 

-Andrew R.

Item 
Thank you. 

A big shout out and thank you to Stan and Jill from the Murrindindi Shire, two of 
THE most hospitable people this newsletter’s editors have had the pleasure to have 
met. On a dry, dusty and windy day; when phone reception was patchy and car keys 
were beyond the reach of the RACV, a better phone and refreshments were offered 
and humbly welcomed by us both. 
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Library Report 
River Song: fishing in the wilds of Australia and 
New Zealand  

Mark Cloutier 

Affirm Press 2019 

“Every fisherman has a 
special stretch of water, 
where the fish are always 
plentiful and the memories 
flow. River Song revels in 
each of celebrated fishing 
writer Mark Cloutier’s 
special locations, 
discovered over four 
decades fishing the 
mountain streams and 
lakes of Australia and New 
Zealand. Each tale conjures 
the romance of days spent 
chasing the perfect catch, 
and the insight that only 
quiet hours spent in the 
wild can bring. 

With gorgeous black-and-
white photography from 
Mark’s adventures, River 
Song is a loving ode to 
fishing’s power to soothe 
the soul, and the perfect 
gift for anglers and nature 
lovers alike.” 
(affirmpress.com.au) 
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Library Report 
Nymph Masters: 
fly-fishing secrets from expert anglers 

Jason Randall 

Stackpole Books 2017 

Ever wonder what it would be like to take a fishing trip with the country’s best anglers? 
Author Jason Randall fishes with 
fly fishing giants such as George 
Daniel, Landon Mayer, Lefty 
Kreh, Ed Jaworowski, Ed Engle, 
Gary Borger, and Joe Humphreys 
and shares their top nymphing 
techniques, flies, and tactics with 
you. Randall covers everything 
from rigging flies, reading the 
water, casting, and fighting fish as 
he travels the country, from 
Pennsylvania to Alaska, in his quest 
to learn the methods of the 
masters. (Amazon.com) 

A big thanks to members Tony 
Ryan and Marianne and Steve 
Wallace for their recent donations. 
These include a number of fly 
fishing and fly tying magazines 
from America, Australia and the 
UK and also includes a set of the 
VFFA publication Fly Lines 
(2017-2019) plus an assortment of 
books. These are all available to 
borrow. Just record the items in the 
red book as normal. 

David Honeybone 
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Reviews 
Pod Cast Review 
RENO FLY-SHOP PODCAST 
w Jim Litchfield 

The Reno Fly-shop Podcast offers an insight into the local fishing scene of Nevada, as well 
as interviews with guests from around the country. Jim Litchfield owner and head guide at 
the Reno Fly-shop utilises the podcast platform to give fishing and condition reports of the 
surrounding rivers and lakes, which include the renowned “Pyramid Lake” and the 
“Truckee River” (a river that epitomises the story of successful habitat rehabilitation). With 
over 50 episodes, interviews cover many of the prominent and not so prominent voices in 
the industry. Litchfield’s interview style really makes this podcast worth a listen; he gently 
coerces and offers intelligent and thoughtful responses to guests allowing the conversation 
to unfold in an effortless way. Episode 42 with “Crowley Lake” guide and chironomid 
expert, Ernie Gully is a highlight. He divulges numerous secrets of his guiding service and 
offers tips and tricks such as “Changing the colour of the wire rib from copper to silver can take 
your catch rate of one fish every 10 minutes, to one fish every 2 minutes…”!!! This episode will 
have you tying up several dozen chironomid with minute colour variations. The location 
specific focus of the Reno Fly-Shop podcast can be a bit limiting at times (tips on specific 
hatches occurring mid-winter on the Truckee River can be a bit hard to sit through) but it’s 
certainly well worth a listen. 

Reno Fly-Shop Podcast w Jim Litchfield= 3.5 Gartside Gurglers out of 5 

Dan Mamrot 
You Tube Review 
WOMBATS AND WASABI 
Nick Pavlovski 

Okay, so it would be remiss of me not to include some reference to my favorite flavor of fly 
fishing in the newsletter. If you unpack the title of this YouTube channel then you get both 
the reason for the alliteration in the opening sentence, and the meaning of the combined 
nouns… Tenkara in Australia! 
Nick Pavlovski is the liaison librarian, sciences engineering and technology at Swinburne 
University, keen Tenkara fisher, and member at Northern.  
Unlike U.S. and U.K sites, these videos are not the slickest produced out there, but most 
importantly, they are filmed on the rivers we fish. It’s not about product placement, or 
tourism videos with drone shots. They are informative, and insightful. The site is current, 
and regularly updated. If you want to see why I’m into Tenkara, then view, and hopefully 
subscribe to his site. To get more videos. 

4 out of 5 Kebari! 
[LINK] 

https://youtu.be/9TDCkjU6OGo
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Club News 
Christmas Dinner & Barefoot Bowls 
On the evening of the day this newsletter arrives in your inbox, (hopefully not spammed), 
The Red Tag Club are having their 2nd annual end of year soiree at the club rooms in East 
Ivanhoe. Fortunately, it’s early enough in the month to avoid the crowds that make the 
pilgrimage to see the Christmas lights show in The Boulevard, but if you are reading this, 
and not attending… hopefully next year.?  

Membership Trip survey, (#fishing_not_phishing) 
All of the Red Tag club members recently received a survey-monkey survey from club 
pollster and Librarian David Honeybone, looking to find out how we can get the majority 
of members more engaged in the trips. So far there has been around 35% response. So this 
is a reminder, to help us help you, please take the time to ‘fillet’ in. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z38PTVQ 

Casting Practice 
Saturday mornings are still a good time to come and hone the skills or get some tips from 
members to iron out in wrinkles in your action and tighten those loops. 

Photo Competition 
It’s still on, there have been some fantastic photos being posted onto Team App. and 
although none have been officially tagged as “for competition”, many are clearly worthy of 
submission. No doubting more images will be up for contention over the summer break. 

Trading Table 
A new addition to the Tuesday night agenda has been the inclusion of a bargain table. 
Members with a surfeit of equipment can now declutter their homes, repair relationships, 
offload impulse buys or simply on sell gear to members before taking the usual online route. 

Google Calendar 
Over the last year and a bit, Red Tag have been using the google calendar for the organising 
of the fishing trips. The problem has been that getting the information onto all members 
phones has sometimes been a frustrating and sometimes elusive experience. At the last 
committee meeting, Andrew Rodda suggested (weird writing in 3rd person), that due to the 
high membership take up of Team App, (over 75% of members are on it), that we migrate 
trips for 2020 onto the Team App. calendar. The team app calendar can still be exported 
to your phone, so map functionality is still available. More on this transition in the next 
newsletter. 
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The Knowledge 
Glossary I-J-K 
Lanyard - a device to which an item is 
"tethered" so that it is close by when 
needed; e.g. wading stick, sunnies, 
sandwiches... Unlike military dog tags, which 
remained hidden, the lanyard was about 
publicly declaring that you belonged. 
Corporations, introducing them long before 
electronic scanner-gate entry became the norm, 
benefited from their identity as a symbol of cool 
access.  

Larvae - the immature, aquatic, 
growing stage of the caddis and 

some other insects. Many 
species of caddis larva 

build a protective covering of 
fine gravel or debris to protect 
them in this stage. The larva is a bottom 
dwelling non-swimming stage of the insect. 

Lay Down (after the pick-up) – A fly 
fishing cast using only a single back cast. 
The line is lifted from the water and a back 
cast made, followed by a forward cast that is 
allowed to straighten and fall into the water, 
completing the cast. 

Leader - the section of 
monofilament line between the 
fly line and the fly. It is usually 
tapered, so that it will deliver the 

fly softly and away from the fly line (see 
knotted leader, knotless tapered leader, turn 
over, and monofilament). 

Level Line - an untapered fly line, usually 
floating. 
It is 
difficult 
to cast, a 
poor line 
for 
delicacy 

or distance, and a poor choice for an all-
round line. Also used by tenkara fishers as 
their primary line. Typically fluorocarbon line 
preferred over nylon. Standard numbers range 
from 3.0, 3.5 and 4.0 with the heavier more 
suited to strong winds, but more difficult to 
keep off the water. 

Lie - areas in a river or lake where fish hang 
out, commonly well-located because they 
are out of the main current, present cover 
from predators or provide a good source of 
insects and other food. 

Lie - “I caught 23 out of 
there with only one good arm.” 

(quite a skill although some are better than 
this than others). 

Line dressing - an old term carried over 
from the days of silk fly lines referring to the 
oily substances applied to clean and increase 
buoyancy. Modern fly lines generally only 
need to be cleaned with warm water and 
soap generally once per season for freshwater 
fishing. 
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Line weight 

- the weight of the first 30 feet of a fly line,
used as a way to standardize fly lines in
matching them to fly rods of differing
stiffness. Line weighting is not a linear
numbering system; the first 30 feet of a #6
weight line 160 grains while the first 30 feet
of a #3 weight line is 100 grains.

Little River - flows out of the Cathedral 

Ranges before joining the Acheron River 
near Taggerty. Quite overgrown with 
occasional log jam but holds reasonable head 

of small browns and rainbows. Not to be 
confused with the township near Geelong, and 
in no way connected to the band… 

Loading the Rod 

- phrase used to describe the bend put in the
rod by the weight of the line as it travels
through the air during the cast.
The physics of which described eloquently
above.

Loop to loop 

- a way to
connect a fly line and a leader by making a 
loop at the end of the leader (perfection 
loop knot) and a loop attached to the end of 
the fly line. Loop to loop connections are 
sometimes made from a leader to a tippet 

David Honeybone 

https://youtu.be/VnMGQ0ILMp8
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Article 
Members Top Tips 
This issues Tips and Tricks came about following a conversation with another member about 
what flies to take with you when fishing. So we asked around and Nigel and Dan were good 
enough to respond:  

The Fly Box #1 
I am terrible at selecting which flies I should have with me, I want to cover 
all my bases, so I aim for variety.  The two boxes that I use most are a small 
double sided one and a large “book-style” one.  The double sided one has 
one side for wets and the other for dries.  I started by arranging my nymphs 
by colour, hook size/shape and weight.  Then I was introduced to Euro-
nymphing and that just introduced a whole new level of confusion, I had to 
start a new section.  The wet side also has a couple of smaller woolly buggers, 
stick caddis patterns and some egg patterns in a few sizes.  The level of 
organisation, however, reduces as the season progresses.  I lose flies, then tie 
more replacements than I have empty spaces.  At the start of each season I 
think that I should properly organise the nymphs, but it never happens. 

The dry side has some different sized and coloured grasshoppers, 
stimulators, a few mayfly patterns, some red tags and, of course, the 
obligatory Royal Wulff.  There are also various types of emergers arranged 
by size and type, including shaving brush, life jacket and CDC.  Included 
on this side are some damsel flies and caddis, as well as some non-descript 
grey “balls” which have been very successful when nothing else works. 

The large box is mainly for larger wet flies and has a good selection of woolly 
buggers, arranged by colour.  There are also some “older-style” patterns, like 
Mrs Simpson, Craig’s Night-time and Robins.  This box also houses 
overflow wet flies from the small box – usually the excess nymphs that I tied. 

I also have a couple of additional boxes that used primarily for storage and 
for flies that are for waters that I don’t fish regularly.  They also house some 
very old flies that were fun to tie but I can’t bring myself to try using again. 

Nigel Parker 
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The Fly Box #2 
I have anywhere from 4-8 boxes on me most of the time (hahaha, not 
kidding) when fishing for trout. 

I have a large double sided dry fly box with patterns to suit almost any 
river or lake in Victoria. I have a European Style Nymphing box with 
mostly perdigon, zebra midge and egg style patterns. I have a regular 
nymph box with caddis, mayfly and other types of nymphs. I have a 
streamer box that has trout specific streamers in it (not too big, 
articulated etc). I then have a box for swinging (lots of intruder style 
flies, larger soft hackle nymphs and smaller soft hackled nymphs). I 
have a Gamechanger and articulated box. I have a lake box which has 
booby flies, damsel nymphs, floating minnows, spider patterns, soft 
hackle nymphs and snail style nymphs.  

I usually have two modes of operation; 

1) Observation

Looking for naturals or structure that indicate what I would need to tie on 
or mimic. 

2) COP THIS! (or R&D)

Forcing a particular pattern to work through presentation changes. Or 
exploiting the territorial nature of trout and tying flies that get in their face 
and make them react (Euro Nymphing falls into this category; fish have no 
choice but to take the fly as it is presented directly to them in their 
foodstream)  

When backpacking, I usually take a small selection for a few dries, some 
nymphs, most of the euro nymphing flies, some soft hackles for 
swinging. I still catch as many fish, leading me to the conclusion that 
almost all of the above are superfluous and I could get away with 2-3 
different types of each fly category, not full boxes.......But where's the 
fun in that?!? 

Dan Mamrot 
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Sponsors 
With thanks for their own going support. 

Aussie Angler Fishing & 
Tackle Gear: Rick Dobson 
30 Sherbourne Rd. Greensborough 
T: 9432 1501 

Big 4 Taggerty Holiday Park 
3380 Maroondah Hwy Taggerty 
book@big4taggerty.com.au 
T:(03) 5774 7263 

Like Tasmanian fishing news 
on facebook?  

www.tasfish.com 

Subscribe to essential flyfisher’s 
newsletters for exclusive offers. 
www.essentialflyfisher.com.au

Supplier of quality fly fishing tackle and 
equipment. 
http://www.adrenalinflies.com.au 

fly fishing DVD’s and films 
Rise Festival Australia 
www.gin-clear.com 

Hurley’s Fly Fishing 
Gavin Hurley 
489 South Rd. Bentleigh 
T:9532 1583 

Unit 19-20 52 Corporate Blvd 
Bayswater 
www.afn.com.au 

Ahead of our time since the beginning

Jim Baumgurtel 
4 Trade Place Lilydale Vic 3140 
www.flyfinz.com 
m: 0410 423 430 

Slickness down to a science 

www.riversdaleprestige.com.au Rio Fly Lines 
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‘appy snaps 
via the red tag team app. 

The smaller the fish, the 
bigger 

the 
 picture. 



 Let’s cook…let’s eat…(R.I.P. Greedy) 

The Charles Atlas of fish… 

The Gollum award for night fishing goes to… 

and the close runner up in the ‘Gollums’ 




